
Welcome back for Term 2.  This 

term will be a busy one as we pre-

pare for NAPLAN, swimming and 

our Athletics Day. 

New Schools 

There has been a recent announce-

ment that four new schools are to 

be built in the Caroline Springs/

Melton area.  There will be a Sec-

ondary School in Cobblebank near 

Atherstone and Primary Schools in 

Eynesbury, Rockbank and Deanside.  

There was a public meeting yester-

day to discuss what these schools 

may look like.  At this stage there 

will be no closures or relocations of 

schools during this process.  Please 

visit the VSBA website at 

www.schoolbuildings.vic.gov.au/ to 

share your opinions and to remind 

policy makers that we shouldn’t be 

forgotten in this process.   

Swimming 

Swimming will be held this term as 

a 5 day intensive program at Gene-

sis in Melton.  This is a compulsory 

program and is an excellent oppor-

tunity for students to learn crucial 

water safety skills.  We feel this is 

so important that we are covering 

the cost of the lessons.  You will 

only pay for the buses to get your 

children there. 

Parent Forum 

We will have our first parent 

forum on Friday 11th May.  This is 

an opportunity for me to share 

news about the school and to 

answer any questions you may 

have about the direction in which 

we are headed.  I will be discuss-

ing our new reporting system, 

our 150th Anniversary and 

information about the growth 

of Rockbank.  Please let the 

office or myself know if you 

will be in attendance.   

ANZAC Day 

We had a wonderful ceremo-

ny to commemorate ANZAC 

Day on Tuesday. I would like 

to thank all the parents who 

came along. I would also like 

to thank Dakota, Clarice and 

Mrs Carmichael for represent-

ing our school at the Dawn 

Service in Caroline Springs. 

 

I hope you have a great week-

end. 

Darryl Spiteri 

Principal 

 

Principal’s Message 

 

   Newsletter 
F R I D A Y  2 7 T H  A P R I L  2 0 1 8  I S S U E  5  

TEETH ON 

WHEELS 

Thursday 3rd May 

(for students with 

returned consent 

forms) 

MPSSA WINTER 

SPORTS 

Friday 4th May 

(Grades 3—6) 

MOTHERS DAY 

BREAKFAST 

Thursday 10th May 

WHOLE 

SCHOOL ART 

CENTRE          

EXCURSION 

Friday 11th May 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR YOUR        

DIARIES 

Dokota & Clarice represented our 

school at the Caroline Springs 

Dawn Service on ANZAC Day. 
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Darryl Spiteri 

School Principal 

School News 

It’s my turn to tell you a 

little bit about myself. 

I have been married for 

16 years to my wife, 

Angela and I have 2 

daughters—Bella aged 

13 and Emily aged 8. 

I also have a Cocker 

Spaniel named Wilbur. 

I like playing FIFA in my 

spare time and like mak-

ing things, especially 

with technology. 

I have always been in-

volved in soccer through 

playing or coaching and 

I currently coach both 

an Under 10s and Under 

14s Girls team.  I think 

sport is a wonderful way 

to make lifelong friends 

and to keep active. 

I often go to watch Mel-

bourne Victory with my 

family and support 

North Melbourne in the 

AFL.   

I have been in education 

for 20 years and really 

enjoy my job.   

Meet Our Staff 

REMINDERS FROM 

THE OFFICE 

Bank Account details for 

direct deposits  

For parents/guardians 

wanting to pay school 

levies/camps/excursions 

etc. by direct deposit, we 

have this available. 

BSB No.   313-140                  

Account No. 12055616      

(Bank Australia) 

Please make sure you 

put your surname and 

what payment is for in 

the description part of 

deposit. 

Celebrating 150 Years 
New Cambridge (later to be renamed Rockbank Primary School) opened on October 

12th 1868 with Joseph Corr as the first Head Teacher.  Joseph Corr had resigned 

from his position as Head Teacher at Deer Park (Derrimut) to take up this role.  In-

terestingly Corr’s father John was the school’s Secretary/Treasurer and a member of 

the local committee. 

The school opened in a building subsidised in part by a Government grant of £75; 

local contributions totalled £72.  In 1906 the name of the school was changed to 

Rockbank.  In 1934 the development of a school residence was approved by the 

Minister. 
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Numeracy 

 
Hello Rockbank Primary School        

Community! 

As you may already know, my name is 

Mrs. Christine Niemiecki and I am the 

Purple Room Classroom Teacher. Earlier 

this year you may have seen me feature 

in our first newsletter. I was super excit-

ed to start working here at Rockbank 

Primary School and helping our stu-

dents achieve great things! One of my 

roles here at school is as the schools 

Numeracy Coordinator. A Numeracy 

Coordinators role is to improve numera-

cy teaching and learning practices dur-

ing and outside of school. One of the 

things I am highly passionate about is 

supporting families in how they can 

improve their child’s learning at home. 

After all, parents are their child’s first 

teacher. Often I am asked, “How can I 

help my child at home?” Therefore, I 

decided to publish a column in our fort-

nightly newsletter, which will inspire 

you and support you in helping your 

child continue learning about all things 

numeracy outside of school. So please 

get involved and try out some of my 

strategies to help your child become 

confident and successful mathemati-

cians! 

 

In today’s column, I’ve added some tips to 

help you get started and also to refer back 

to at any time: 

Learning is fun! Turn learning into 

something your child can see you 

enjoy and make it a time they look 

forward to. 

 

Be a role model! Let your child see 

that you are interested in taking part in 

their learning and spending time talk-

ing to them about it. If you are posi-

tive, your child will be too! 

 

 

 

Welcome to our new regular numeracy pages.    
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Numeracy 
Be spontaneous! A lot of the ideas 

and strategies I will give you 

can be done anytime, any-

where! Try undertaking a task 

while driving to school, while 

going for a walk or even during 

commercial breaks while you 

watch TV! 

 

Quality is better than quantity! 

Doing a great learning task that 

takes 3 minutes is far more 

valuable than doing something 

boring and repetitive over a 

very long period of time. We high-

ly discourage rote learning and 

would like to see children exercise 

their thinking and problem solving 

skills to come to a solution on 

their own.  

 

Make connections! Children want to 

know ‘why’ they are learning 

something. Show and explain to 

them when you would need to use 

addition and subtraction skills, 

measurement skills, multiplying 

and dividing skills etc. in real life 

situations. 

TASK TITLE TASK DURATION 

Eye Spy—Shapes 

Edition 

This task can be done anywhere but is most 

fun while out in the car or at the shops. 

Parent: I spy with my little eye an object that 

is shaped like a triangle. 

The child then finds as many objects that is 

shaped like a triangle as they can. Start again 

with a new shape. Only work on 2 dimension-

al shapes to start with unless you know your 

child understands what a 3D shape is.  

5—7 minutes 

Each fortnight I will provide fun and easy to follow tasks that correlate with topics 

your child is studying in class. Below is an example of what an activity will look like. 

Feel free to give it a go and I look forward to sharing more strategies with you next 

fortnight! 

Prep, 1 & 2—2D and 3D shapes 
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If students miss school regularly, they miss 

out on learning the fundamental skills that 

will set them up for success in the later years. 

Come to school 

every day, and 

on time, and be 

recognised for 

your great 

achievement! 

2018 stats at 26/04/18 

Our Goal:   

All students will have at least 95%     

attendance all year . 

Current school wide student      

average: 

91% 

Number of students 

with 100% attendance 

in term 2 

68 
Names of students to go 

into a raffle for a prize 

will be announced at 

the last assembly of the 

term. 

Year to date classroom          

Blue 93% 

Yellow  92% 

Purple 89% 

Green 88% 

Orange 91% 

Class with highest attendance at end of 
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Mother’s Day 
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School News 

 
Student Leadership Conference 

At the end of Term 1,  our student leadership team went to the Melbourne       

Convention Centre where celebrities such as Cosentino and Harrison Craig spoke 

about leadership and inspired our students. It was a great day for all!  
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Happy Birthday to the following students who celebrate a 

birthday in April: 

  

 Yusef Houli  Dokota Taylor 

 James Bloor  Ali El-Houli 

 Jackson Courtice Gurnawaz Dhaliwal 

 Annabella Swasbrick Devlin Drake 

 Aiden Mayhew  Talen Drake 

 Jamilla Beare  Clarice Hluschko 

 

Announcements 

Mother’s Day Stall & Raffle 
We will be holding our Mother’s Day 

stall on Wednesday 9th and Thursday 10th 

May 

Prices will range from $1—$10 

If children would like to purchase anything, 

please bring money in an envelope on the day. 

Raffle tickets are $1 each.  If you need more, 
please call into the office. 

April Birthdays 
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Celebrating Our Successes 

House Points—Term 2 

Missen 6890 

Peacock 6180 

Fisher 7320 

Harrison 8540 

Following our school values in the classroom, and the yard, is acknowledged with House 

Points.  Our House Captains tally the results at the end of each week. 

Yard Star of the Week 
Making great choices in the yard is recognised with our Yard Star awards.  Yard Stars are 

awarded with House Points, and our Yard Star of the week earns extra points for their house 

and is published in the newsletter and recognised at assembly. 

20th April 

Tejay Debono 

Peacock House 

27th April 

Lincoln Paaka 

Peacock House 
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Celebrating our Successes 

Students of the Week 
A class member from each class is recognised weekly with our Student of the Week 

Award.  This award recognises students who consistently display our school values. 

 Thank you for demonstrating our school values by: 

Grade Prep– 2 Yellow 

Miss Mundie 

Indiana practising her reading goals every day. 

Yuraj 
making a consistent effort with learning 

tasks. 

Grade Prep –2 Blue 

Miss Lane  

Imogen 
showing our 5 L’s of listening during 

learning time.  Well done. 

Aarav 
trying your best when recognising your 

letter-sounds.  Well done! 

Grade Prep—2 Purple 

Mrs Niemiecki  

Navjit 
working well with others in all subjects.  

Well done! 

Janver 
trying your very best in handwriting and 

reading this week. 

Grade 3—6 Green  

Ms Carmichael 

Jasjit 

always volunteering to help teachers and your 

peers with setting up, packing away and com-

pleting their tasks. Thank you! 

Nate 

challenging yourself during our unit on 

multiplication. Well done for asking ques-

tions and moving to the next level! 

Grade 3—6 Orange 

Miss Bencich 

Tejay 

always being a positive role model not only in 

the classroom but also while outside in the 

yard. 

Anneliese 

continuously completing her work to her 

highest potential. Well done, keep up the 

great work! 
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Springside West Secondary 

College— Information Evening 

 WHEN: Thursday 3rd May 

TIME:   4pm & 6pm 

BOOKINGS:  

Website: 

www.swsc.vic.edu.au 

or just turn up on the evening. 

The school will also be conducting regular Friday morning tours of 

the school.  Bookings can be made online at their website. 

 

All students who live within the designated neighbourhood   

boundary are eligible to enrol at the school and will be offered a 

place in Year 7 in 2018.  

 

Please see Springside West Secondary College website for a link 

to boundary map 
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What have we been learning? 

In orange community this week we have been focusing on the four 

operations during maths. Highlighting the four operations at this 

point in time during the term is critical as the students in grade 3 & 

5 are preparing for their NAPLAN tests. Ensuring that all students 

have a full understanding of each process and are aware of the    

similarities and differences of each operation. We wish all the Grade 

3 & 5 students all the best for NAPLAN!!!    

Orange Learning Community 


