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Principal’s Message

Friday 21st September
(2:30pm finish)
FIRST DAY TERM 4
Monday 8th October
WALK TO SCHOOL
MONTH
Monday 8th October—Friday
2nd November
CURRICULUM DAY
Friday 26th October
(student free day)

I cannot believe that it is already the
end of Term 3. This means we are
less than 2 months away from our
150th Birthday Celebration. I have
been in contact with quite a few exstudents and historians and I am looking forward to meeting some of them
on the day. It promises to be a wonderful occasion.

catable classroom to cope with the growth
for 2019. The building will be delivered
early in Term 4 and will be operational mid
-term 4. We are eagerly anticipating this
arrival as it will ensure that our 3-6 classes
gain some much needed space for the
remainder of the year.
2019 Grade Structure

With the inclusion of the new relocatable
we are pleased to announce that we will be
adding two new grades next year. At this
On Friday the P-2 students had their
annual sleepover. The children played stage we are hoping to have 3 x Year P/1
games, ate pizza and watched Cars 3. classes, 2 x 2/3 classes and 2 x 4-6 classes.
This will add a new teaching team to the
They had a lot of fun and displayed
school and provide a bit more flexibility for
our school values at every possible
our students. If you have any requests you
opportunity. I thank Mrs Niemiecki,
Miss Lane and Kathy for ensuring that would like considered for placement of
your child in 2019, I would ask you to
the children had a memorable time.
supply this in writing by October 26th.
Grade 3-6 Camp
There is no guarantee that your request
Our Grade 3-6 students attended
will be accommodated due to limited opForest Lodge Camp this week and
tions, but it will help us with planning to
took part in an amazing array of activi- know if things need to be considered.
ties. I believe the highlights were the Please note requests to have or not
Mud Run, Giant Swing and Canoeing.
have certain teachers will not be acI would like to thank Ms Zemunic, Ms cepted.
Ninkovic, Mr Cassano, Rita and BroLast Day of Term
die for giving up their time to organise
School will be dismissed at 2.30pm today.
and attend camp. It takes a lot of
We wish you all a safe holiday and look
effort to ensure that camps are sucforward to seeing you back on Monday 8th
cessful, so I thank them for their
October at 8.50am.
contributions.
P-2 Sleepover

Relocatable Classroom

Darryl Spiteri

We have finally been granted a relo-

Principal

Dinner time at the grade
prep—2 sleepover.
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Meet Our Staff

Suzi Marozzi
Art Teacher

REMINDERS
FROM THE OFFICE

Bank Account details
for direct deposits
For parents/guardians
wanting to pay school
levies/camps/
excursions etc. by
direct deposit, we have
this available.
BSB No. 313-140
Account No. 12055616
(Bank Australia)
Please make sure you
put your surname and
what payment is for in
the description part of
deposit.

I was born in East
Gippsland in the late
50's and grew up on
a sheep farm with
three siblings, my
parent's and a
menagerie of
animals. Every lambing season we had
lambs sitting by our
wood stove. There
were kelpie and
Labrador pups
scattered through
the years, as well as
kittens, birds , ducks
and chooks. My main
hobby was riding
horses ,our dad took
us to pony club every
month and later to
gymkhanas and rural
shows.

When i was in grade
three we were asked
to write about what
we wanted to be
when we grew up. I
wrote, I wanted to
be a teacher. (I still
have the exercise
book).
I now live on a block
of land, near Bacchus
Marsh with my
husband, four cats,
two Jack Russel's and
a chook. I have three
amazing children,
Matilda a journalist,
Jack a public servant,
working on policy in
the health sector and
Ted - who is doing
second year science
at Melbourne University.

My hobbies are basket weaving, mosaics, sewing (badly)
and photography. I
also LOVE art , just in
case you didn't
know!
I was sick last year
and had to take the
year off, it made me
appreciate my life,
my friends, work colleagues and most of
all the kids from
school so much
more. I endeavour to
make learning fun, I
try not to sweat the
small stuff and get
people to see the
lighter side of life. I
love the staff and
students at Rockbank
school, it is a privilege to work here.
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Celebrating 150 Years
REMINDERS
FROM THE
OFFICE
Bank Account
details for direct
deposits
For parents/
guardians wanting
to pay school
levies/camps/
excursions etc. by
direct deposit, we
have this available.
BSB No. 313-140
Account No.
12055616
(Bank Australia)
Please make sure
you put your
surname and
what payment is
for in the
description part
of deposit.

Here is an article from Bacchus Marsh Express—Sat 26th July 1873 p3
CORRESPONDENCE. [We are not responsible for the opinions expressed by our correspondents.]
NEW CAMBRIDGE SCHOOL. To the Editor of the Express. Sir,--I had no intention to write again about the New Cambridge school, but owing to the remarks made by your correspondent, I feel bound to answer him, as my name is
brought prominently forward and my conduct condemned. In the first place he says that a " public meeting" was
held in the above school, and a deputation appointed to wait upon the Minister of Education to oppose the removal
of the school, that a letter was written to the Minister for a date to receive such deputation, and that answer was
received stating that the Department had no knowledge of any such proposal. Now, Sir, i must correct your correspondent, for the meeting in question was not a public meeting, but a committee meeting to wind up the affairs of
the school, and my authority is a prominent member of such committee. With reference to the Minister not being
aware of the proposal to remove the school no doubt such may be the case, but I may remind these parties that it
would take some time for the Inspector to prepare his report, and as the Department has a large amount of such
business upon its hands some weeks might elapse before the Minister knows anything about it. Your correspondent
goes on to remark how people's opinions do change, " For Mr. Quaile seems to forget that his signature accompanied a document to the Education Department praying for the erection of the school upon the present site, as being
the most central position, and yet the population is the same as when that document was forwarded to the Department. Mr. Quaile should remember that these documents are retained in the Department for reference." Now, the
best answer I can give to the above charge is to state what actually took place, Nearly six years ago Mr. Corr, senior,
came to me as I was building my house, asking for a subscription, and informing me that he had secured a piece of
land for a school right in the centre of the agricultural area, and that there was no school in the neighbourhood. I
believe I signed the memorial, but I neither prayed for nor signed a document stating that the site was the most
central; I was not acquainted with any of the people in the neighbourhood, nor did I know where the ground was.
Mr. Corr showed me a list of owners of ground, and the number of children belonging to each family, anticipating
that all these people would reside upon their allotments. Such was not the case, and shortly afterwards I found that
there was a school in the neighbourhood then in operation, namely, the Mount Atkinson school, and which was as
near my residence as the other, and to which my children attended for some time. As to the population being the
same I must remind your correspondent that two families have left their allotments which were on the west side of
the school, and on the east side, within a short distance of the proposed new site, that there have been regular periodical additions to the population in several households. As one gentleman remarked at the meeting, he had five
children to go to school, and another one getting ready. But, returning to the subject of my signing a document six
years ago; admitting such to be the fact, it does not alter the present question. What was suitable at that time, under
another Act, is not suitable now under a free and compulsory system of education, I may tell your correspondent
that, to my knowledge, I know of seven different places where schools were held on the Marsh, where there is not
one now, and many persons contributed large sums of money, and after all their schools were removed from them. I
believe the people here are actuated by the very laudable desire to have their children educated, and I can't see
that, because we wish to do so, we should be charged with changing opinions, sordidness, and falsehood. And I must
only reiterate my opinion that if the school is not removed that another will have to be erected, and then the two
schools will have to be attended to by one teacher, on what is called half time, which the majority of the people
decidedly object to.
-Yours respectfully, VERE, QUAILE , Rockbank, July 18,
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Announcements
September Birthdays
Happy Birthday to the following students who celebrate a
birthday in September:

Navjit Singh

Maddison Wellington

Chezney Sigg

Haragam Singh

Angel Singh

Aryian Singh

Nakita Davies

Isabel Ingram

Daniel Farrugia

Mia Bosworth

Gurshan Lidher

Walk to School
In term 4, from 8th October—2nd November,
Rockbank Primary School will be participating in
Walk to School month.
Your child’s teacher will record how many times students walk, ride
or scoot to and from school during October, using a classroom
calendar.
Schools with the highest participation levels are eligible for some
fantastic prizes. So every time your child walks, rides or scoots they
increase their school’s chance of winning
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School Uniform
Remember school hats are compulsory in
term 4 and children must have them on
whenever they are outside.
Hats are available for purchase at our school office:
Legionnaire Hats
Safety Slouch Hats

$13.00 each
$17.00 each

Design-A-Brick Fundraiser
Standard Name—$30

Hand Drawn—$35

Order forms went home late last week for our Design
a Brick fundraiser. From between $30—$70 you can
purchase a personalised paver that will be placed on
school grounds, creating a lasting legacy.
All orders need to be to the school office by Friday 19th
October at the latest.

All money raised will go towards new
playground equipment.
Please see the office if you need additional forms.
Double Name—$70
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Student Leadership—2019
School, Vice & House Captains—2019
It’s time to start thinking about our student leadership team
for next year! Mr Spiteri has briefed our grade four and five
students on the leadership opportunities that they can apply
for (School Captain, Vice Captain, House Captain)
Application forms have gone out to students, and if students
need another form, they can collect one from the office.
What we are looking for:
School Leaders are expected to be ambassadors who
embody the school values: we are respectful, we are
learners, we value togetherness and we are safe. They
demonstrate a high level of communication & social skills,
take pride in the school and show respect to all school and community
members. They must be approachable, reliable and trustworthy. They
implement their roles with a sense of maturity and responsibility.
Key Dates

Applications due back to Mr Spiteri: Friday 19th October

Applicants will be interviewed by a panel (a 2018 student leader,
Miss Mitten, Mr Spiteri) Tuesday 23rd October

Any students wanting support to write
their applications are welcome to see
their teacher, education support staff or
Miss Mitten for support.
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If your child is sick or absent, you are required
to notify the school as soon as possible on the
day of absence, by FlexiBuzz or phone.

2018 stats at 20/09/18
Our Goal:
All students will have at least 95%
attendance all year .

Current school wide student
average:

90%
Year to date classroom
statistics

Come to school
every day, and
on time, and be
recognised for
your great
achievement!

Number of students
with 100% attendance
in term 3

Blue
(Prep—2)
Yellow

16

(Prep—2)

See the next page of
newsletter for names of
students to go into prize
draw.

Green

Purple
(Prep—2)

(3—6)
Orange

(3—6)

90%
94%
89%
86%

89%

Class with highest attendance at end of term
will be recognised with a class celebration with
Mr Spiteri.
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Congratulations to the following class,
and individual students, for their great
attendance in Term 3.

Individual
Achievements

Classroom
Achievement

Maddison Harrison

Congratulations to
the Yellow
classroom for
achieving 94 %
attendance so far
this year.

Christian Mwaura
Kiarah Pace

Come to school
every day, and
on time, and be
recognised for
your great
achievement!

Jahaan Arora
Anneleise Kolak

Deluca Romeo
Thai Vella
Imogen Silva
Kaden Hollingworth
Edward K
Avleen Nagra
Riyansh Gupta
Noah Houli
Sehaj Kaur
Mia Middling
Maddison Wellington

They will be
recognised with a
class BBQ with Mr
Spiteri, next
term, Friday 12th
October.

PAGE

9

Celebrating Our Successes

House Points—Term 3
Following our school values in the classroom, and the yard, is acknowledged with House
Points. Our House Captains tally the results at the end of each week.

Missen

20220

Peacock

17460

Fisher

21820

Harrison

19990

Yard Star of the Week
Making great choices in the yard is recognised with our Yard Star awards. Yard Stars are
awarded with House Points, and our Yard Star of the week earns extra points for their house
and is published in the newsletter and recognised at assembly.

14th September

21st October

Jasjit Sekhon
Fisher House

Jaxon Zammit
Fisher House
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Celebrating our Successes

Students of the Week
A class member from each class is recognised weekly with our Student of the Week Award.
This award recognises students who consistently display our school values.
We are Respectful

Thank you for demonstrating our school values by:

Aryian

being an excellent role model to his classmates.

Reuben

showing enthusiasm during learning time. Keep up
the great work.

Grade Prep– 2 Yellow
Miss Mundie

Grade Prep –2 Blue

We are Learners

Miss Lane
always respecting class members and school
Arshpreet G
property.

Janver

trying your very best in writing and creating an awesome non-fiction book about sharks!

Jay

trying your best to look after our classroom especially
when painting the bird box! Great work!

Mia

showing respect towards your peers through challenging situations.

Grade Prep—2 Purple
Mrs Niemiecki

We Value Togetherness
Grade 3—6 Green
Miss Zemunic

Grade 3—6 Orange
Miss Ninkovic

We are Safe

Ethan

lending a helping hand on camp! Great effort Ethan.

Dakota

By continuously being a role model in our learning
space. You demonstrate kindness, respect and understanding. Well done!
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What have we been learning?

Purple Learning Community
In purple room we have been learning about non-fiction texts and writing information reports. We
have been learning about different shark species and have learnt some awesome facts. One of our
favourite species of shark is the hammerhead shark because it has a head shaped like a hammer. It
is the most dangerous shark in the world though, so you might want to stay away from it! We also
leant what a habitat is. A sharks habitat is the ocean and they like to live in warmer water. Did you
know sharks don’t sleep? They have active and inactive periods of time. We also learnt that sharks
never run out of teeth and some sharks are not even dangerous, like the friendly whale shark.
Here is work from Sanjana in Year 2 and Janver in Prep!

