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Principal’s Message

Monday 8th October—
Friday 2nd November

F R I D A Y

It’s finally happened! After
much campaigning and regular
discussions with a range of
people, we have received our
first relocatable building. This
classroom has accommodation
for 50 students and will be the
home of our Year 4-6 grades
in 2019.
Improvements
Over the holidays you may
have noticed that we have
installed new fencing around
the front and side of the
school. This will increase
safety for our students during
school time and also
discourage people from
entering our school grounds
after hours. You will also
notice soon that we will have
upgraded all of our external
signage, added lighting to the
exterior of the gym to assist
hirers and we have been doing
some external painting. I think
it is important for students,
parents and teachers to feel

proud of the environment in which
they work, so these improvements
will hopefully help to develop this
sense of pride and connection in
our growing school.
Curriculum Day
We will have our final Curriculum
Day on Friday 26th October. We
have been learning a lot about
numeracy on these days and have
improved our delivery of maths as a
result of these sessions. Students
will not be required at school on
this day.
Report Writing Day
We will also be having a student
free day on Monday 5th November
as a Report Writing Day for our
teachers. This will enable families
to have a four day weekend leading
into the Melbourne Cup Public
Holiday.
Kinder Visit
On Wednesday, I went with our
Year 5s to the Rockbank Kindergarten to spend time with some of our
future Preps. Our Year 5s

There has been lots of
excitement around the

Principal’s Message (continued)

had such a great time that they
didn’t want to leave. We will
return in November and host
a Teddy Bear’s Picnic at our
school later in the term.
Enrolments
Please come to the office and
collect an enrolment form if
you have children who will be
starting with us next year. So
far, we have 31 Preps enrolled
for 2019.
Year 6 Legacy Item
I am hoping to start a new
tradition at Rockbank and this
year was the first in what
hopefully will be many ‘gifts’
given to the school on behalf
of the Graduating Class of that
year. This year we were lucky
to receive a grant from Melton
Council with the help of

Bernadette Duffy from Djerriwarrh
Health to participate in activities
that promote education of the local
Birdlife in Melton and its surrounds.
Our students painted bird boxes
and our Year 6 students produced
wonderful mosaics of a series of
different birds that can be found in
and around Victoria. These birds
are now proudly displayed on the
rockery beside the entrance to the
school. We thank Bernadette and
Wendy (the artist) who assisted
our students in producing this item
that will be a constant reminder of
the Graduating class of 2018. We
hope you enjoy these mosaics as
much as we do.

Mural
To celebrate our 150th Anniversary we have also commissioned a
mural that will be painted on the
side of our building beside the
rockery. Daniel Marroquin is the
artist, who has spent a day in the
classrooms finding out what the
students might like to see on the
design. This will be painted over
the next week and we look forward to seeing the final product.
150th Anniversary
Friday 12th October was the
official birthday of our school.
Students were given a commemorative pin that they will hopefully
keep forever as a reminder of being
at the school during this wonderful
occasion. Students were also
treated to ice-cream from the gelati
van that was specially ordered to
celebrate the occasion. Happy
Birthday Rockbank PS!
Don’t Forget the 150th is just around
the corner on Saturday 17th November. I hope to see you all there.
Darryl Spiteri
Principal
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Meet Our Staff
Hi Everyone,

Andrea Justice
AUSLAN Teacher

REMINDERS FROM
THE OFFICE

Bank Account details for
direct deposits
For parents/guardians
wanting to pay school
levies/camps/excursions
etc. by direct deposit, we
have this available.
BSB No. 313-140
Account No. 12055616
(Bank Australia)
Please make sure you
put your surname and
what payment is for in
the description part of
deposit.

I am the AUSLAN
teacher at
Rockbank Primary
School. I also teach
at another small
country school. I
am married with 3
children, 2 dogs
and a new cat (so
far, the dogs are
not very impressed

with the cat). I
have been signing
for 25
years. AUSLAN is
such a fun language
to learn and I love
teaching it. I know
the Deaf community are extremely
happy that it is
being taught in our
schools. I feel that

AUSLAN is such a
rewarding language
for students to
learn and I am extremely impressed
with our students
and their participation in AUSLAN
classes so far. Keep
up the good work
everyone!

Celebrating 150 Years
As communicated on FlexiBuzz, we are looking for community volunteers to
help out when we celebrate our 150th anniversary on Saturday 17th November.
Our staff will be kept busy on the day behind stalls, directing traffic, organising
some exciting student performances etc. so we would appreciate any additional
help we can get on the day.
Our celebration will be from 11am 4pm. If you are able to assist within
those hours, can you please advise
your availability to our school office?
We will be putting a staff and volunteer
schedule together in the next couple of
weeks.
Thanks for your support.
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A Word from Wellbeing
Angela Mitten
Student Wellbeing
Coordinator

The question we often ask our children in
the afternoons is “How was your day?”
Sometimes we might be granted with a
shrug or a grunt and at other times it is
an invitation for our child to pick out the
worst thing that happened among all the
many great things that happened that
day.
Sometimes, to get a different answer we
need to ask a different question. Try
some of these and notice if the conversation changes:


What was the best part of your day
at school?



What was the worst part of your
day?



Tell me something strange or
funny that you learned today.



If I called your teacher, what do
you think he or she would tell me
about you?



Did you help any of your friends
today?



Did you say or do anything you
regret?



Tell me about something kind you
did today?



Which question(s) did you ask your
teacher today? Would you have
liked to ask anything else? Why

didn’t you ask? Did you run out of
time? Were you shy?


Did you feel sad at any point during
the day?



Did you experience a moment
when you were very proud of yourself?

Keep the conversation flowing by:
Asking for specifics. Simply asking, “Could
you tell me more, I’d like to understand
better”.
Not interrupting. This rule should apply
to all conversations, especially if your
goal is to get your child talking so you
gain information.
Ask your children to describe their emotions, how they feel. Developing emotional literacy helps children learn to regulate their emotions.
If your child has had a rough day, it might
not be your job to fix it. Just listening and
showing empathy is often enough.
If you do have
concerns about
your child’s wellbeing at school
please get in
touch.
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Announcements
October Birthdays
Happy Birthday to the following students who celebrate a
birthday in October:

Jaskiran Kaur

Charlotte Smith

Ody Pananaki

Amteshwar Singh

Tripjot Saini

Dylan Wupper

Indiana Drake-Leaf

Aanya Gajjar

William Kolak

Madison Courtice

Imogen Silva

Harman Gill

Thai Vella

Walk to School
From 8th October—2nd November, Rockbank
Primary School are participating in Walk to School
month.
Your child’s teacher will record how many times students walk, ride
or scoot to and from school during October, using a classroom
calendar.
Schools with the highest participation levels are eligible for some
fantastic prizes. So every time your child walks, rides or scoots they
increase their school’s chance of winning
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School Uniform
Remember school hats are compulsory in
term 4 and children must have them on
whenever they are outside.
Hats are available for purchase at our school office:
Legionnaire Hats
Safety Slouch Hats

$13.00 each
$17.00 each

Design-A-Brick Fundraiser
Standard Name—$30

Hand Drawn—$35

Final orders due today for our Design a
Brick fundraiser. From between $30—$70
you can purchase a personalised paver
that will be placed on school grounds,
creating a lasting legacy.
All money raised will go towards new
playground equipment.

Double Name—$70

PAGE

7

School News
Year Book Design Competition
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Lice Aren’t Nice!
We have had a recent case of head lice at the school.
A reminder to please be vigilant about
regularly checking your child’s hair for lice.
Helpful Hints:

Using the conditioner and comb method
every week is the best way to detect head lice
early and minimise the problem.

Tying back hair can also help prevent the
spread of head lice.

Tissues Please
We are asking for
donations of boxes
of tissues please for
the children's classrooms. If you are
able to help out

please hand them to
the office.
We appreciate your help in advance.
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Teeth on Wheels
Exciting news! Teeth on Wheels will be returning to our school for the children’s 6 monthly dental visit’s.
To make filling out the consent form easier you can now complete your
Child’s consent form online by following the link below.
It only takes 5 minutes to complete and by reducing the amount of paper being used, we will be helping the team out by being more environmentally
friendly.

https://teethonwheels.com.au/consent-eform
The date of the children’s dental visit will be Thursday the 15th November
2018, so please ensure if you didn’t complete a form at the start of the year
to have this completed ASAP!
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Year Book Orders Due Now!
As itemised under
'optional/additional
items' in the '2018 Parent Payment Charges'
there is a $5 cost per
book for the School Year
Book/Magazine this
year.
We are finalising the order with the printer now,
so need all payments by
next Friday 26th October. If you haven't yet ordered and paid for a Year
Book, and would like one, all payments will need to be to the school office
by Friday 26th October. No orders are able to be accepted after this date.
Please note: CSEF payments cannot be used towards voluntary school
charges, including the Year Book.

Charlotte proudly wears the 150 anniversary commemorative pin presented to all
staff and students on Friday 12th October.
A commemorative medallion was also
presented to students at our 100 year
anniversary in 1968.
If any past students have this
medallion that
they could donate
or lend to the
school, we would
be most appreciative.
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If your child is sick or absent, you are required
to notify the school as soon as possible on the
day of absence, by FlexiBuzz or phone.

2018 stats at 18/10/18
Our Goal:
All students will have at least 95%
attendance all year .

Come to school
every day, and
on time, and be
recognised for
your great
achievement!

Number of students
with 100% attendance
in term 4

Current school wide student
average:

89%
Year to date classroom
statistics
Blue
(Prep—2)
Yellow

61

(Prep—2)
Purple
(Prep—2)

Names of students to go
into a raffle for a prize
to be announced at the
last assembly of the
term.

Green
(3—6)
Orange

(3—6)

88%
94%
89%
86%

89%

Class with highest attendance at end of term
will be recognised with a class celebration with
Mr Spiteri.
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Celebrating Our Successes

House Points—Term 4
Following our school values in the classroom, and the yard, is acknowledged with House
Points. Our House Captains tally the results at the end of each week.

Missen

1150

Peacock

1240

Fisher

1840

Harrison

1810

Yard Star of the Week
Making great choices in the yard is recognised with our Yard Star awards. Yard Stars are
awarded with House Points, and our Yard Star of the week earns extra points for their house
and is published in the newsletter and recognised at assembly.

12th October

19th October

Alex Kolak
Fisher House

Zakk Etemovic
Peacock House

PAGE

13

Celebrating our Successes

Students of the Week
A class member from each class is recognised weekly with our Student of the Week Award.
This award recognises students who consistently display our school values.
We are Respectful

Thank you for demonstrating our school values by:

Madison

being patient and kind o our new student Ivy.

Grade Prep– 2 Yellow
Miss Mundie
Ivy

Grade Prep –2 Blue

We are Learners

Alara

Working hard and learning all about Yellow P—2.
Welcome to our school Ivy.

trying hard to sound out words during writing time.
Keep up the great work.

Miss Lane
Arshpreet

showing great problem solving skills during maths
sessions. Well done!

Aydin Nihat

working really well in Mathematics and understanding how to use chance language by yourself! Well
done!

Edward K

trying your best in reading and moving up in levels!
Well done. Keep it up.

Lincoln

dealing with a situation in a mature manner. Well
done Lincoln!

Grade Prep—2 Purple
Mrs Niemiecki

We Value Togetherness
Grade 3—6 Green
Miss Zemunic

Grade 3—6 Orange
Miss Ninkovic

We are Safe

Alex

Consistently demonstrating all school values. You are
a super star!

Irae Savea

following instructions and trying her best in all tasks.
Well done Irae!
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What have we been learning?
STEM Science, Technology, Engineering & Math
Rockbank PS Superheros and Villains!
Over the course of this semester, our Grade 3-6 students have been creating, designing
and experimenting ways in which to form their own superhero or villain. They have made a
poster to demonstrate their superhero or villains strengths, weaknesses, alter ego and
powers. From there they needed to design and create their own super suit through sewing
or cardboard as well as experimenting to bring their powers to life. It has been a fun and
enjoyable experience to see students work together to achieve what they have so far. Cannot wait to see the finished products!

