
 

 

The new school year is well under 

way and our Preps are now here 

full time.  They are doing an amaz-

ing job and are starting to become 

involved in our take home reading 

program. 

Car Parking 

I would ask you all to please re-

spect our requests to keep the first 

3 parking bays beside the gates free  

to enable cars to pick up and drop 

off quickly.  It is not a place to park 

your car for prolonged periods, 

whether you are in it or not. We 

would also ask that you do not 

park on the speed hump, which is 

used as a crossing.  We have had 

some near misses in the car park, 

so it is up to all of us to be vigilant 

and do the right thing for the safe-

ty of our students. 

Smoking 

We would also ask that you refrain 

from smoking near the gates as 

Government Regulations do not 

allow smoking within 4 metres of 

school entrances and around 

sporting grounds. 

Uniform 

Please ensure your children wear 

the correct uniform to school 

including hats.  Uniform with the 

old logo is available on sale at 

PSW for 50% off the regular 

price, so head down there if you 

need to stock up on jackets or 

polo shirts. 

Codebotics 

Students in Grade 4-6 participat-

ed in the Codebotics incursion on 

Thursday where they learned 

about a range of coding and tech-

nology items.  They were able to 

program Sphero Balls and 

use practical ways to provide 

systematic instructions to 

perform tasks. 

SWPBS—Respect 

Over the course of the year 

we are ramping up our focus 

on our school values of 

Respect, Togetherness, 

Learning and Safety.  Please 

talk to your children about 

the concept of Respect and 

what it means both in a school 

and family context.  We provide 

explicit lessons on these con-

cepts, but it is always helpful to 

reinforce these messages through 

our assembly items and through 

conversations at home.  Building a 

strong school culture is depend-

ent on the whole community 

working together. 
 

Principal’s Message 
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MPSSA         

SUMMER 

SPORTS 

Friday 1st March 

(Grades 4- 6) 

CURRICULUM 

DAY 

Friday 8th March 

(student free day) 

LABOUR DAY 

PUBLIC       

HOLIDAY 

Monday 11th March 

(student free day) 

WERRIBEE 

ZOO               

EXCURSION 

Friday 15th March 

(Grades Prep & 1) 

 

 

FOR YOUR        

DIARIES 

Big smiles from Charlotte 

and Guneet. 
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Lucy Bull 

Grade Prep/1    

Classroom Teacher 

School News 

“Hello everyone!  

I’m Lucy Bull the P1A 
teacher in Blue Room 
this year. It has been 
a fantastic start to 
Term 1, and I am 
very excited to see 
how much we can 
grow in 2019. This is 
my second year 
teaching in Victoria. 

Before working here I 
taught in London for 
two years, which was 
incredible but very 
cold! I am looking 
forward to working 
with all the wonder-
ful teachers, students 
and families here at 
Rockbank this year. 

Some of my favourite 
things are reading, 
baking, magic tricks, 
singing (loudly and 
not very well) and 
spending time with 
my friends, family 
and little fluffy dog!” 

Meet Our New Staff 

REMINDERS FROM 

THE OFFICE 

Bank Account details for 

direct deposits  

We encourage any 

payments to be made via 

direct deposit,. 

BSB No.   313-140                  

Account No. 12055616      

(Bank Australia) 

Please make sure 

you put your child’s 

name and what 

payment is for in the 

description part of 

deposit. 

Every Day Counts 

Remember, going to 

school every day is the 

single most important part of your 

child’s education.  Students learn 

new things at school every day.  

Missing school puts them behind. 
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A Word from Wellbeing 

Angela Mitten 

Student Wellbeing 

Coordinator 

 

Helping Kids Navigate     

Playground Politics  

We are well and truly settled into the school 

year now. Children have settled back into the 

classroom and have been navigating new 

teachers, new classrooms, new routines and 

new classmates. It is not uncommon for    

certain dynamics to cause challenges for   

children. Often it is in the playground that 

issues rise to the surface. While we have a 

very well supervised yard, additional activities 

and our peer mediator program 

Parents can help their children navigate day-

to-day playground politics by teaching their 

child social-emotional skills—such as         

empathy, emotion management, and      

problem-solving. 

Building Social Emotional Skills 

to Deal with Playground Issues. 

Empathy 

Empathy helps children understand or feel 

what another person is feeling by putting 

themselves in the other person’s shoes.    

Empathy can also help create self-awareness 

that allows children to distinguish their     

feelings from the feelings of others. 

Teaching Empathy to Kids 

The most powerful way to encourage        

empathy is to model it. For example, when 

your child is hurt, disappointed, frustrated, or 

has a strong emotion, you might model show-

ing empathy by saying, “Oh no, you sound 

sad…” or “It’s so hard to leave the park when 

you’re having so much fun, isn’t it?” or “Uh 

oh, what happened?” 

You can also foster empathy in your child by 

discussing scenarios in which it could be used. 

For example, you could talk with your child 

about how another person might feel if he or 

she were to see someone get hurt on the 

playground or in response to something that 

happens to a character in a book or movie.  

Managing social dynamics in a school setting 

can feel stressful for children and their      

parents. It’s important to remember that 

these experiences help our children grow 

their skills. Social-emotional skills can help 

children de-escalate a conflict, advocate for 

themselves, and find more acceptable, safe, 

and socially appropriate ways of getting their 

needs met when they may be feeling worried 

or dismissed.  Of course, if the issues persist 

please let your child’s classroom teacher 

know or get in touch with me in the          

Wellbeing Office. 

Next newsletter I’ll share some emotion    

regulation and problem-solving strategies. 

This article has been adapted from https://
www.heysigmund.com/playground-politics/ 

https://www.heysigmund.com/playground-politics/
https://www.heysigmund.com/playground-politics/
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Announcements 

Reading Eggs  
Learning to read is one of the most   

important skills your child will learn. 

ABC Reading eggs supports each child’s 

learning by offering individual, one-on-

one lessons. The online lessons allow 

your child to progress at their own rate, 

gradually building their reading         

confidence. 

February Birthdays 

Happy birthday to the following students who celebrate a birthday in 

February: 

Sarah Farrugia 

Aiswariyaa Aravinthan 

Alannah Sparshott 

Aydin Nihat 

Alina Beardmore 

Japjit Kaur 

Gwyneh Munroe 

 

Mathletics is the perfect solution to 

help support maths learning at home.  

Hundreds of hours of activities,        

tutorials and curriculum content to  

support the needs of the individual 

learner.  It is ideal if you looking for 

something extra for your child to 

do outside of the classroom .  

Mathletics 

Passwords for Reading Eggs and Mathletics have been sent home for 

all students.  They are a perfect support for home learning.  If you 

have not received a password, please see your classroom teacher. 
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School Banking 
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We are pleased to  announce our Peer Mediators for 2019. 

Students chosen for this role are trained to support their peers in the yard and 

the yard duty teacher.  Some of their duties might be helping students solve    

problems, running  activities in the yard, and working with the yard duty 

teacher to acknowledge positive play in the yard. 

Peer Mediators 
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Heading 

 
 

School Wide Positive Behaviour Support 

Teaching Expected Behaviours 

As part of our SWPBS model at Rockbank Primary School, we teach our school 

wide expectations.  We teach social behaviour skills because we know there is a 

close connection between academic and social competence.  Successful students 

and adults have both.   

Teaching is more than the initial instruction alone; we provide frequent            

opportunities for practice  in the relevant context. 

An example of 

our 20 day 

SWPBS explicit 

matrix teaching. 
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Celebrating Our Successes 

House Points—Term 1 

Missen 6030 

Peacock 5290 

Fisher 6140 

Harrison 5620 

Following our school values in the classroom, and the yard, is acknowledged with House 

Points.  Our House Captains tally the results at the end of each week. 

Yard Star of the Week 
Making great choices in the yard is recognised with our Yard Star awards.  Yard Stars are 

awarded with House Points, and our Yard Star of the week earns extra points for their house 

and is published in the newsletter and recognised at assembly. 

Nate Bezzina 

Harrison House 

15th February 

Hayden Vella 

Missen House 

22nd February 
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Celebrating our Successes 

Students of the Week 
A class member from each class is recognised weekly with our Student of the Week Award.  

This award recognises students who consistently display our school values. 

We are Respectful 

We are Learners 

We Value Togetherness 

We are Safe 

Class 
Week Ending : 

 15th February 

Week Ending:  

22nd February 

Prep/1 Yellow 

Miss Mundie 
Yusef Houli Kaitlyn Sarmiento 

Prep/1 Blue 

Miss Bull 
Pehar Arora Aryian Singh 

Prep/1 Purple 

Miss Lane 
Maddison Wellington Japvir Nijjar 

2/3 Orange 

Mrs Niemiecki 
Dylan Wupper Sukham Thakur 

2/3 Green 

Mrs Lehane 
Arshpreet Guraya Arpna Singh 

4—6 Gold 

Miss Zemunic 
Lerraine Linning Tanvi Rayabarapu 

4—6 Silver 

Miss Bencich 
Emilee Harrison Jujhar Tamber 
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2019 stats at 21/02/2019 

Our Goal:   

All students will have at least 95%     

attendance all year . 

Current school wide student      

average: 

85%  

Number of students 

with 100% attendance 

so far in term 1 

46 
Names of students to go 

into a raffle for a prize 

to be announced at the 

last assembly of the 

term. 

Year to date classroom statistics 

Blue 

(Prep/1) 
80% 

Yellow  

(Prep/1) 
83% 

Purple 

(Prep/1) 
82% 

Green 

(2/3) 
84% 

Orange 

(2/3) 
86% 

Silver 

(4—6) 
88% 

Gold 

(4—6) 
91% 

Class with highest attendance at end of term will be 

recognised with a class celebration with Mr Spiteri. 

If your child is sick or absent, you are required 

to notify the school as soon as possible on the 

day of absence, by FlexiBuzz or phone.  

Come to 

school every 

day, and on 

time, and be 

recognised 

for your 

great 

achieve-

ment! 
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What have we been learning? 

The Arts 
In Visual Arts this term the students experience and experiment with      
visual art processes such as observing, imagining, making and             
investigating through the use of different materials.  


