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Principal’s Message

BOOK WEEK
Monday 26th—
30th August

BOOK PARADE
Wednesday 28th
August
(come dressed as a book
character)

FATHERS DAY
STALL
Thursday 29th &
Friday 30th August

FATHERS DAY
LITERACY
ACTIVITY
MORNING
Friday 30th August

I am writing this on my way to camp
with 36 excited Year 2/3
students. We are looking forward to
a wonderful couple of days at
Campaspe Downs in Kyneton.

marked absent for half of the day.
Being at school on time every day
is an important component in
helping your child be a successful
student at school.

Uniform

Disco

I am pleased to see the majority of
our students in the correct uniform
every day. It is an awesome sight to
see everyone in the right colours. I
have been noticing lately that
students are wearing hoodies under
their tops and large jackets for the
entire day. A reminder that hoodies
are not part of our uniform and nonschool jackets are to only be worn
outside. Students will be asked to
remove any non- uniform items of
they are worn. Please see the wide
range of uniform items at PSW in
Deer Park if you would like to give
your child extra projection from the
cold.

About 100 students attended our
annual disco on Friday night. DJ
Jordon kept the crowd entertained throughout the night and
everyone had a wonderful time.
Thanks to Sharon A and Lyn for
organising the night. We raised
over $800 on the night which will
go towards funding a potential
new playground next year.

Attendance
Since the introduction of Rocky, our
student attendance has improved
dramatically. It could be so much
better though if people got to school
5 minutes earlier. Every day we have
around 20 students late to school,
which means that they are then

Playground
Last week we unveiled our new
playground items that replaced
some of the old equipment and
helped to rejuvenate the area.
Students are really loving the new
equipment. In the coming weeks
we will paint the other parts of
the playground to give that area a
complete facelift
Have a wonderful weekend.
Darryl Spiteri
Principal

William and Annabella testing
out our new double slide.
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Meet Our 2019 Student Leaders
Hi my name is Nate
I like to play sports
such as footy and
rugby.
Nate Bezzina
Harrison House
Captain

I also like lunch time
as I get to eat my
yummy lunch and play
with my friends.
I am 11 and I am a
house captain for
Harrison house.

REMINDERS FROM
THE OFFICE
Bank Account details for
direct deposits
We encourage any payments
to be made via direct
deposit,.
BSB No. 313-140
Account No. 12055616
(Bank Australia)

Please include the
family id (e.g. HAR001)
and excursion id (e.g.
SWIMMING) in the
reference field when
making a payment.

I used to be shy and
now being a house
captain boosted my
confidence, now I can
talk in front of the
school at assembly
and talk to older
adults.
I wanted to become a
sports house captain
because I wanted to
have a role in the

school community
and enjoy getting to
know everyone who
comes to Rockbank
Primary School.
My favourite subject
is Sport but in the
classroom I would say
Genius Hour because I
get to research what I
am interested in and
hopefully teach my
peers.

Experiences of Parenting
Are You A Parent of a Child Aged 2 to 12?
The Parenting and Family Support Centre at the University of
Queensland is conducting research into parents’ opinions about
parenting and programs available for parents. If you have a child
between 2 and 12 years, we would love to hear your views on parenting
and the services that are available to you as a parent. You will need to
complete a short survey,
which will remain open
until the 31st of August
2019. To find out more or
to participate please visit:

https://exp.psy.uq.edu.au/
parenting
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Social Skills
This term the grade 5/6 You Can Do It groups have been exploring character strengths
as part of the Getting Along unit. As the program states:
“Our character defines who we are as a person and influences the way we think, feel
and behave. The choices we make in our lives are strongly influenced by our character.
Everyone displays character traits, both good and not so good. With commitment and
determination, we can learn to let go of the negative character traits and develop new
positive character traits. It is the values we choose to live by every minute of every day
that shape our character.”

Researchers have spent years
developing a catalogue of
character strengths which span
across cultures and time. The six
core virtues and 24 character
strengths are:
Students have been working to develop, practice and understand and utilise the character strengths they would like to reflect on and who they would like to be. They discovered that each of them had their own unique set of strengths and weaknesses, no top
five were the same across the 2 groups.
In order to understand each and every one of the 24 character strengths, Grade 6 students have researched meanings and made each one into a creative poster outlining
what is at the character strengths core.
If you would like to find out more about Character Strengths or sit a test to get a clearer
picture of your own/your child’s strengths and areas they could develop further, visit
www.viacharacter.org
Diane Hanmer
Education Support
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School Production
Don’t forget to save the date for our school production on October 31st.
Rehearsals are well underway and classrooms are practicing dances; there is
a real buzz of excitement around the school.

Tickets will be available to purchase online soon.
All tickets $20 each
(students are not required to purchase a ticket)
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Book Week & Book Fair
This term we will be celebrating Book Week! It is held
during the week of August 26th, 2019. This year’s theme
is ‘Reading is my SECRET power!’ During Book Week, we
will be participating in lots of school wide fun reading
activities. On Wednesday 28th August, we will be hosting a
Book Week dress up parade. Your child is invited to dress
up as one of their favourite book characters for the day.
Teachers and staff will also be participating in dressing up.
There will be competitions and prizes for the best-dressed
students on the day. Costumes can be purchased from
stores such as Big W, Kmart, Spotlight and some $2 shops
or online or if you feel like getting creative, you can make
your own costume. We cannot wait to celebrate all things
reading with you during this great day!
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Announcements
August Birthdays
Happy birthday to the following students who celebrated a birthday
in August.

Deekshita Dandu

Kaitlyn Sarmiento

Thor Fitzgerald

Arshpreet Guraya

Harnoor Dhillon

Gurneer Chohan

Gian Mann

Mia Middling

Anneliese Kolak

Mia Harris

Brigid Vella

Janver Vicencio

Father’s Day Stall & Raffle
We will be holding our Father’s Day stall on Thursday 29th and Friday 30th August
Prices will range from $1—$10
If children would like to purchase anything, please
bring money in an envelope on the day.
Raffle tickets are $1 each. If you need more, please call into the
office.
Raffle will be drawn 30th August
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Father’s Day Special Activity

Our annual school disco fundraiser
was another great success!
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Heading

School Wide Positive Behaviour Support
Positive behavior support (PBS) is not just for schools. Parents can use the same ideas
to create a better environment for the entire family. First, let’s remind ourselves of some
of the essential features of PBS.


Clarifying Expected Behaviours— Establish 3 –5 short, easily understood, positively stated expectations of behaviour



Teaching Expected Behaviours— teach and model the social behaviour we
want to see, then provide frequent opportunities for practice.



Acknowledging Expected Behaviours—there are many ways to motivate, encourage and reward e.g. adult attention, specific positive feedback, tangible reinforcements



Responding to Inappropriate Behaviours— One of the most effective approaches is to view inappropriate behaviour as a teaching opportunity to clarify
and re-teach expectations.

Positive behaviour support does not mean changing the child; rather, it means creating
a new environment that supports the positive behaviour you want to achieve.
Once you have decided the behaviour you want to change, the most important lesson is
to practice, practice, practice. You have to be consistent. If you say “no” and give a
reason, then don’t give in if further begging pursues. This only tells the child that you
have a breaking point and to keep trying. It is also very important that both parents and/
or caregivers are consistent.

If you would like to
try the Positive
Behaviour Support
approach at home,
a good first step
would be to decide
the behaviours you
want to change.
We have included
a blank matrix if
you would like to
keep your home
expectations
consistent with
school. Make sure
they are short,
easily understood
and positively
stated.
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Celebrating Our Successes

House Points—Term 3
Following our school values in the classroom, and the yard, is acknowledged with House
Points. Our House Captains tally the results at the end of each week.

Missen

10, 330

Peacock

7, 340

Fisher

10, 890

Harrison

7, 540

Yard Star of the Week
Making great choices in the yard is recognised with our Yard Star awards. Yard Stars are
awarded with House Points, and our Yard Star of the week earns extra points for their house
and is published in the newsletter and recognised at assembly.

16th August

23rd August

Japjit Kaur
Missen House

Anneliese Kolak
Fisher House
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Students of the Week
A class member from each class is recognised weekly with our Student of the Week Award.
This award recognises students who consistently display our school values.
We are Respectful

Class
Prep/1 Yellow
Miss Mundie
Prep/1 Blue
We are Learners

Miss Bull
Prep/1 Purple
Miss Lane
2/3 Orange
Mrs Niemiecki
2/3 Green

We Value Togetherness

Mrs Lehane
3/4 Red
Miss West/Ms Carmichael

We are Safe

Week Ending :

Week Ending:

16th August

23rd August

Japman Dhaliwal

Sukhman Singh Sohi

Charlee De Bono

Monique West

Jhett Henderson

Jackson Courtice

Sarah Farrugia

Andy Cameron

Jake Vella

Max Faleauto

Jujhar Tamber

Kiarah Pace

4—6 Gold

Tanveer Bajwa

Miss Zemunic

Deluca Romeo

4—6 Silver

Akshita Bojja

Miss Bencich

Abhijay Tallura

Alok Thind

Nate Bezzina
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We will continue to recognise great
attendance in term 3. Let’s see if we
can reach our 95% goal.

2019 stats at 22/08/2019
Come to
school every
day, and on
time, and be
recognised
for your
great
achievement!

Our Goal:
All students will have at least 95%
attendance all year .

Current school wide student
average:

87%
Term 3 classroom statistics
Blue

Number of students
with 100% attendance
in term 3

(Prep/1)
Yellow
(Prep/1)
Purple

30
Names of students to go
into a raffle for a prize
to be announced at the
last assembly of the
term.

(Prep/1)
Green
(2/3)
Orange
(2/3)
Red
(3/4)
Silver
(4—6)
Gold
(4—6)

84%
87%
93%
88%
81%
86%
89%
88%

Class with highest attendance at end of term will be
recognised with a class celebration with Mr Spiteri.
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It’s Not Too Late!
It’s not too late to sign up for The Art in Nature workshops for students
in grades 4—6. They can attend the remaining 4 sessions from
Thursday August 29th for a total cost of $10.
See the school office if you re interested in signing up.

If you have any questions about the workshops, please contact Bernadette Duffy (Health Promotions Officer, Djerriwarrh Health Services via
email http://BernadetteD@djhs.org.au or phone 0487 687 951.
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What have we been learning?

Silver: 4—6 classroom
On each Monday after lunch some volunteers from the local drumming
community come to teach us all about drumming and how to follow a beat,
the history about the music and the instruments themselves. It its heaps of
fun and interesting. We all have to work in teams to make sure we are
following the correct beat. We also get to play lots of games with the
instruments. There are bongos, floor drums, cowbells, toca drums and
tambourines. Philppe is teaching us about beats of certain drums because
we have a performance coming up in 2 weeks alongside other schools in
the Melton area. This is something very exciting to look forward to and we
can’t wait to watch the other
schools perform their beats.
Anneliese Kolak, Abhijay and Nate

