Newsletter
I S S U E

FOR YOUR
DIARIES
PARENT/
TEACHER MEET
& GREET
Thursday 20th
February

Welcome back to everyone as we
embark on what promises to be a
fantastic 2020. We have grown
significantly in numbers this year and we
welcome everyone who has become part
of our community this year. We hope
that you have experienced a smooth
transition into Rockbank Primary School.

On behalf of the Rockbank PS
community, I would like to wish Mrs
Niemiecki and her husband all the
best for the birth of their first child.
We look forward to meeting the new
addition in the coming weeks. Mrs
Niemiecki will be on leave for the
remainder of the year.

It has been a very smooth start to the
year and our new Foundation students
have shown that they are more than
ready for school.

We also would like to congratulate
Mrs Carmichael and her husband on
the birth of her second child
Shepherd. He was born during the
school holidays.

New staff

Friday 21st February

We welcome

MPPSA SUMMER
SPORTS
Friday 28th February
(grades 4—6)

F R I D A Y
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F E B R U A R Y

Principal’s Message

MPPSA SUMMER
SPORTS

(grades 4—6)

1

We have a number of new staff
members at Rockbank PS this year.

Hats

Amanda Donoghue—F1E

It is an expectation that all students
wear hats in term 1 and term 4 as
per our Sunsmart Policy. Any
student who does not have a school
hat will be asked to sit in a shaded
area for play time.

Nicole Healy—23B

Uniform

Victoria Brne—46B

We have noticed that quite a few
students are not wearing our school
uniform to start the school year. We
understand that there have been
some delays at the Uniform Shop,
but we would encourage you to have
your children in full school uniform
as soon as possible.

Renee Andrews—F1B

Darren Still—AUSLAN
Diana Georgievski—The Arts
Vanessa McKinley—STEM
Sean Galofaro—Education Support
Sarah Green—Education Support
We also welcome back Laz Ninkovic—
23A from Parental Leave.
Baby News

Once the uniform situation has
settled, wearing non-school hoodies
and windcheaters are not acceptable
attire and students will be asked to
remove them if seen at school.

Mobile Phones
It has been a State Government
directive that students are not to
have mobile phones in their classrooms at any stage. Contact during
the school day using FaceTime,
Messenger or any other
communication is also prohibited.
If you would like to contact your
child during the school day you can
contact the office and we will pass
on the message.
Anyone not handing mobile phones
in to the office at the start of the
school day will have them
confiscated and will be asked not to
return them to school in future.
BYOD—Bring You Own Device
Our Year 4-6 classes are able to
bring an iPad to use in class as a
tool to enhance their learning.
Students will be permitted to add
their device to our network and will
have exclusive access to that device.
We have found that students who
have their own device are very
responsible with it and are always
able to access information when
directed by the teacher.
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Principal’s Message (cont’d)
Students who do not have a device are still given
access to technology, but often they have to share
with others and do not get to take the devices
home.
Book boxes and yearly fees
This year we have taken the liberty of ordering
class sets of books and stationery to use in the
classroom. This is a $50 component that
contributes to the overall cost of your yearly fees.
Fees are now due and can be paid at the office
using cash or direct debit. The charge for 2020 is
$200 for all students. Other costs will arise
throughout the year to cover the cost of
excursions, sporting activities and camps. Notes
will be sent out for each of these activities as they
arise. If you are facing
financial hardship and
need some extra time
to pay your fees, you
are more than welcome to discuss this
with myself or Mr
Daxecker as soon as
possible.
Car Parking
As you are well aware the car park is becoming
busier with each passing day. I commend
everyone on their patience so far this year and ask
that you continue to drive at walking pace around
pick up and drop off times. We ask that the first
three parking bays at the entrance to the school
remain vacant at all times unless you are driving
through to pick up or drop off your children.
Parking in these bays causes problems as people
enter the car park to pick up or drop off their
children. I encourage anyone who lives close by to
walk or ride to school to minimise traffic after
school. We would like to keep everyone safe
during these times, so your cooperation in this
matter is very much appreciated.
New toilets
On Monday we will be opening our new toilet
block at the rear of the school. It will double the
number of toilets that we have on site and enable
students in the portables to have a shorter
distance to travel when needed. We will continue

to develop other areas of the school as the year
continues.
Attendance
We encourage all students to attend school on
time and every day. In order to maximise learning,
it is imperative that students are learning in
sequence, therefore being here every day is
important. Of course, if your child is sick you will
need to keep them at home as not to spread
sickness to others. It would also be appreciated if
you could contact the office to report any absences. Failure to call the office will result in a
phone call from us to find out where your child is.
Big Childcare
We welcome Big Childcare to
our school as our before and
after school care provider.
We have already seen many
students access this service
which hopefully helps working families to ensure their
children are looked after
before or after school. Any students who are at
school before 8.30am or have not been picked up
after 3.30pm may be sent to before or after care
and if they attend, parents will be charged for the
service. If you are going to be late to pick up your
children for whatever reason, please call the office.
Coronavirus update
I sent out Department of Education device through FlexiBuzz to
explain the current Coronavirus
situation in Victoria and how we
are dealing with it. The updated
advice from the Department of
Education recommends that
parents/guardians/carers should ensure that any
student returning from mainland China (not including Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan) who was in
mainland China on or after 1 February 2020 is
isolated at home and should not attend school
until 14 days after they were last in mainland China.
Have a great weekend.
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Meet Our New Staff
Hi everyone.

Ms Healy
2/3B Classroom
Teacher

First of all, thanks to everyone for such a warm
welcome to the Rockbank
PS community. I have had a
great time getting to know
the students in my class (2/3
B) this week and have
started to meet students
when out in the yard,
I have been a teacher for
almost 20 years now! I

REMINDERS FROM
THE OFFICE
Bank Account details for
direct deposits
We encourage any payments
to be made via direct
deposit,.
BSB No. 313-140
Account No. 12055616
(Bank Australia)

Please include the
family id (e.g. HAR001)
and excursion id (e.g.
SWIMMING) in the
reference field when
making a payment.

started teaching in
Shepparton, have taught in
a both big and small schools
in the Ballarat area and
most recently taught at
Melton South PS.
When I am at home I love to
spend time watching Marvel
movies with my family and
building Lego models with
my sons, Michael and Ryan.
We also love to spend time
in our backyard as we often

Celebrating Birthdays
We encourage birthday celebrations
involving food to take place outside
of school hours, but recognise there
are times when this cannot occur. If
you decide to bring treats to school
to celebrate your child’s birthday,
we ask that the ingredients be
provided please. We also ask that
only individual cakes, like cupcakes,
muffins etc., or individual lolly bags
be provided.

have Crimson Rosellas and
other birds sitting in our
trees. I also love to catch up
with my friends for a coffee
and chat whenever I can.
Like many teachers, I love
books! I love to buy new
picture books to share with
the students in my grade,
particularly books by
authors like Mem Fox or
Julia Donaldson. I hope that
I can share my love of
learning with the students
in my grade and am looking
forward to a wonderful
year.
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A Word from Wellbeing
Attendance
Why going to school is important:

Christopher Daxecker
Assistant Principal/
Primary Welfare

Going to school every day is the single most
important part of your child’s education. Students learn new things at school every day.
Attending and participating in school will help
your child develop:



important skills and knowledge to help
them learn.



social and emotional skills such as good
communication, resilience and team
work.

There is no safe number of days for missing
school. Each day a student misses puts them
behind. Just a little bit late for school doesn’t
seem like much, but . . .

If your child is missing

That equals

Which is

And over 13 years of

10 minutes per day

50 minutes per week

20 minutes per day

1 hour 40 minutes per
week
Half a day per school
week

Almost 1.5 weeks of
the school year
Over 2.5 weeks per
school year
4 weeks per school
year

Almost half a year of
school
Almost 1 years of
school
Almost 1.5 years of
school

1 day per school week

8 weeks per school

Over 2.5 school years

Half an hour per day

1 hour per day

clubs. This will help them develop positive relationships outside of the classroom

Tips to help improve your child’s
attendance


Leave all technology out of their bedroom



Pack their school bag the night before
with everything they need

Reward good behaviour and not bad
behaviour. For example, if your child
refuses to go to school, do not let them
have access to their phones or the internet



Have a set time for breakfast



Speak to your school if you have concerns about your child’s attendance or
behaviour.



Set a good example. Show them how
you keep to your own commitments.



Did you know that your child’s best
learning time is the start of the school



Encourage your child to take on hobbies
that your child enjoys such as sports and





Talk to your child about school and how
important it is. You can ask them how
they feel about school, what they liked
and if there are any problems.

day? That’s when every minute
counts the most.

School starts at 8:50am
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Announcements
January Birthdays
Happy birthday to the following students who celebrated a birthday
in January

Deluca Romeo

Jasmeen Kaur

Sukhreet Dhaliwal

Gurneet Kaur

Erfan Ahmed

Jasleen Kaur

Faale Paisa

Xavier Stankus

Fathehveer Cheema

Silvia Bosevska

Hailee Pavlic

JakeVella

Attendance
A reminder our school day start at 8:50am and the students are dismissed at 3:15pm each day.
It is important to be at school and on time every day.


If a student arrives after 9.00am, they are to come
to the office for a late pass before going to class.



If students are picked up prior to 3:15pm, please
advise us prior, and they will be marked as leaving
school early.



If your child is going to be absent from school
please call the office on 9747 1210 between
8:30am and 8:50am. Alternatively, you can utilise
the FlexiBuzz app to advise of your child’s absence.
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Outside School Hours Care

PAGE

7

School News

Parent/Teacher Forums
We will be having a meet and greet for parents/
carers on Thursday 20th February after school .
This is an opportunity to meet your child’s classroom teacher and get
some information about what the school year will look like for each
learning community.
Further information and details will be in a letter home next week.

Financial Assistance
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) helps ensure that no student
will miss out on the opportunity to join their classmates for important,
educational and fun activities.
To be eligible for the fund, a parent or legal guardian must:
a) Be a holder of a Veterans Affairs Gold Card or be an eligible Centrelink
Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card holder, OR
b) Be a temporary foster parent, and;
c) Submit an application to the school as soon as possible.
Please see the office for forms and further information.
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School Wide Positive Behaviour Support
Rockbank Primary School takes a whole-school approach to creating a
positive, safe and supportive school climate in which all students, including
students with additional needs, can learn and develop. We follow a School
Wide Positive Behaviour Support (SWPBS) model.
One of the essential features of this model is to clarify expected behaviours.
We proactively teach these behaviours and most importantly, they show
students how they can be successful.
Below is our school matrix which outlines our school wide expectations.
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Specialist Timetable
Day

Monday

Subject

Notes

AUSLAN (Prep—6)

Classroom teachers will
be able to tell you which
classrooms have which
specialists on specific
days.

STEM (2—6)
P.E. (2—6)
AUSLAN (Prep—6)

Tuesday

STEM (2—6)
P.E. (Prep –1)
Art (Prep 1)

P.E.—Please ensure
students have
appropriate footwear for
P.E.

AUSLAN (4—6)

Wednesday

STEM (Prep –1)
P.E. (Prep/1 & 4 –6)
Art (2– 6)

Thursday
Friday

Art (4—6)

Art—Please ensure
students bring an art
smock or old clothing to
wear above their uniform
(these will be kept at
school).

There are no specialist classes on Friday’s.
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FlexiBuzz
We use the
FlexiBuzz App to
send instant
messages,
newsletters and
notices. This app
will help our school
keep you fully
informed and up to
date with
newsletters, notices,
news and events.

Icy Poles
Icy poles and
ice creams are
sold every
Wednesday &
Friday from our
school canteen
at
11:10am.
They are
$1 each.

Downloading is
easy …

iPhone and iPad.
Go to the Apple App
Store and search
FlexiBuzz.

Buzz. For existing
users, please ensure
you re connected to
the correct user
groups for 2020.

Android
smartphone and
tablet. Go to
Google play and
search Flexi-

Uniform
A reminder the students are required
to wear the Rockbank Primary School
uniform.
Hats are compulsory in Terms 1 &
4.
Our uniform supplier is PSW Quality
Apparel in Westwood Drive, Deer
Park. Beanies and
caps are also available for purchase at our school office.
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Notes Home
Please remember to ask your child
each night if there are any letters
or notes from school.
Often, our correspondence home
will be asking for payments or
parent consent by a certain date.
Any payments need to be in the
provided envelope with your
child's details. As per our Events
Policy, late submissions cannot be
accepted.

‘Late submissions will not be
accepted as it takes
significant time and effort to
organise and approve events.
The office needs to complete a
range of administrative and
financial tasks that enable
the correct Student
Permission Form to be ready
for distribution to families.’
We thank all our families in
advance for your adherence and
understanding of this process.

Parking
Our car park is very busy at
school drop off and pick up
times; it is important that everyone drives slowly and maintains
calm when picking up children.
We want all our students to be
safe. If you live nearby, please
consider walking to school or
try carpooling if walking is not
an option.
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Seesaw
Seesaw is a digital portfolio that captures student
learning. Students can use photos, videos, drawings,
text notes, links to show what they know.
Each student has been sent home with an invite to
Seesaw, with a unique QR code. Please follow the
instructions to connect.
If you have not seen, or lost your QR code, please see
your teacher to organise a new one.

SCHOOL TIMES
The school yard is supervised from 8.30am and students should not
be in the school grounds before this time. At 8.50am the bell rings and
children make their way inside to their classroom to get organised for the start
of lessons. Children are expected to be punctual and to be ready to start the
day at 9am when the second bell is rung. School is dismissed at 3:15pm
Between 9am and 3:15pm is learning time for all students. We ask
that parents drop off and pick up their children at the outside
classroom door and not be in the classrooms during learning time.
If you need to speak with a teacher, please make a time to see them
outside learning hours.
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Social Media
www.rockbankps.vic.edu.au

https://www.facebook.com/RockbankPS/

https://www.instagram.com/rockbankps/

Medical Forms
 It is a Department of Education requirement that any medication
administered at school, must first be authorised in writing by the parent/carer.
 Requests for administration staff to administer medication must be made at
the school office. Parents are asked not to make individual requests to the class
teacher.
 Parents who require the administration of medication for their children
during school hours (including asthma preventatives or relievers) are asked to
provide the medication to the school office and to complete the necessary
health authorisation form.
 The school requests that prescription medication is supplied to the school in
pharmacy labelled bottles.
 Staff will not administer any medication (short or long term) without this
written authorisation.
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Rebel Community Kickbacks
Our school has
been selected to
participate in the
rebel Community
Kickbacks Program. Under this
program, the
school can earn 5% of your purchases at rebel as in store credit
to spend on our school sports programs.

All you need to do is join rebel
active, select our school from the
list of participating groups and
swipe your loyalty card every
time you make a purchase at
rebel. You’ll receive access to
great member prices and other
benefits and the school will receive a 5% credit from everything
you spend.
Thanks for your support.

Book Club
We partner with Scholastic each year to provide families with an
affordable and convenient way to bring the best in children’s literature into their homes
through Book Club.
Book Club catalogues are sent
home, each containing
curated, age appropriate titles
that have been carefully
selected and levelled by a
dedicated team of professional book lovers.
Current catalogue orders are
due by 17th February.
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Safer Internet Day
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Safer Internet Day
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Celebrating
Our
Successes
Our Values Focus
As part of our SWPBS model at Rockbank Primary School, we teach our school wide expectations.
Teaching is more than the initial instruction alone; we provide frequent opportunities for practice
in the relevant context. As part of this focus, we have a concentrated focus on specific expected
behaviours each fortnight.

Over the next fortnight, our values focus is:

WE ARE

RESPECTFUL
during learning
time.

Celebrating our Successes

House Points—Term 1
Following our school values in the classroom, and the yard, is acknowledged with House
Points. Our House Captains tally the results at the end of each week.

Missen

1560

Peacock

1840

Fisher

1030

Harrison

1030
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Celebrating our Successes

Students of the Week
A class member from each class is recognised weekly with our Student of the Week Award.
This award recognises students who consistently display our school values.
We are Respectful

Week Ending:
Class
7th February
F1A
Kaiden West
Miss Lane
F1B
Gurleen Kailey
Miss Andrews
F1C
Dana Gray
Miss Bull

We are Learners

F1D
Eyoel Ashenafi
Miss Bencich
F1E
Elora Ashenafi
Miss Donoghue
23A
Mia Middling
Mrs Lehane
23B
Braydan Bloor

We Value Togetherness

Ms Healy
23C
Indiana Drake-LEaf
Ms Ninkovic
46A
Jamie Mayhew
Miss Zemunic
46B
Daniel Farrugia
Miss Brne
46C

We are Safe

Alok Thind
Miss West
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It’s Not OK To Be Away
If your child is sick or absent, you are required to
notify the school as soon as possible on the day of
absence, by FlexiBuzz or phone.

2020 stats at 06/02/2020
Come to
school every
day, and on
time, and be
recognised
for your
great
achievement!

Our Goal:
All students will have at least 95%
attendance all year .

Current school wide student
average:

77%
Term 1 Classroom statistics

Number of students
with 100% attendance
so far in term 1

137
Names of students to go
into a raffle for a prize
to be announced at the
last assembly of the
term.

F1A—Miss Lane

57%

F1B—Miss Andrews

87%

F1C—Miss Bull

76%

F1D—Miss Bencich

79%

F1E—Miss Donoghue

85%

23A—Mrs Lehane

86%

23B—Ms Healy

78%

23C—Ms Ninkovic

69%

46A—Miss Zemunic

78%

46B—Miss Brne

71%

46C—Miss West

78%

Class with highest attendance at the end of term will be
recognised with a class celebration with Mr Spiteri.
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Our Values Focus
We are Respectful: Learning Time
by Mr Cassano
Our four school values are respect, learners, togetherness and safety. Here
during learning time we have our Grade 1 students using their manners by
listening and putting their hand up to speak. Well done to these Grade 1

