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Principal’s Message
FOR YOUR
DIARIES

FEBRUARY

Welcome back to school for
what promises to be a much
improved 2021. We welcome all
the new students and families
who have joined us this year and
hope you enjoy your time with
us at Rockbank Primary School.

Parent Information
Sessions

Face Masks & Physical Distancing

WEDNESDAY 10TH

(grades F/1 and 5/6)

Thursday 11th
FEBRUARY
Parent Information
Sessions
(grades 1/2 and 3/4)

FRIDAY 19TH
FEBRUARY
Interschool Sports
(Grades 5/6)

We would ask that you physically
distance when waiting for your
children before and after school.
You are unable to meet indoors
with teachers at this stage and if
you would like to catch up with a
teacher it is either done outside
after school or via a phone or
Webex conversation. Face
masks are compulsory in indoor
areas, but are not required outside provided you physically
distance. Therefore, if you going
to the office you will need to
wear a face mask or you will not
be allowed entry into the building. Everyone has been doing an
excellent job with these
restrictions and I encourage you
to continue in this manner as we
do not want to return to remote
learning in 2021.
Parking
Please observe all signage
around the school in regard to

parking. The three parking bays
at the front gates are for pick up
and drop off only. Please don’t
park in these spaces and get out
of your car as it holds up traffic
coming into the car park.
If you wish to get out of your car
it would be best to park in one of
the angled parks.
Parking on the nature strip outside the school can also attract a
fine. Parking on the road on the
school side of Westcott Pde is
permitted, but probably not your
safest option, so I would park in
the amongst the houses and
walk if you are able. I will send
out a brochure on SeeSaw outlining where you are able to park
as designated by the Melton
Council. I am unfortunately
unable to assist anyone who
receives a fine due to parking
illegally.
These measures are in place to
ensure that all of our students
can remain safe.
New Playground
We have installed a new playground over the holidays for our
Year 3-6 students to use. It will
be available for use by Monday.
Much of our fundraising over

2019 and 2020 has helped to
purchase this much needed item
for the yard.
Parent Information Sessions
We will be having our annual
parent information sessions on
Wednesday 10th and Thursday
11th February. Given we are still
restricted by onsite limits, this
will be via Webex and recorded.
This link will be provided via
SeeSaw to enable people who
couldn’t attend, the opportunity
to gain this information. These
sessions are important because
they enable all parents to understand the expectations of the
school year and ask the teachers
questions about the year. We
look forward to seeing as many
parents as possible at these
sessions.
Have a wonderful weekend.
Darryl Spiteri
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Meet Our New Staff
Hi my name is Mr. Nick Randich. I am
32 years old and I have a Maltese
and Italian background. I live in
Essendon with my partner and our
British Bulldog Winston.

Mr Randich
56A Classroom
Teacher

I have been teaching for over 6
years. At my previous school, I have
taught Foundation, Year 2 and Year
4.
I have travelled all over Europe. My
favourite place to visit was England!

Heading

In my free time I like to paint and go
fishing.
My favourite colour is Yellow and my
greatest achievement to date has
been working as the manager of
Build - A- Bear Highpoint (I have a
whole collection of teddies).
I am looking forward to working with
all of you and your children over the
course of the year!
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A Word from Wellbeing

Christopher Daxecker
Assistant Principal/
Primary Welfare
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Announcements
January Birthdays
Happy birthday to the following students who celebrated a birthday
in January
Deluca Romeo

Refah Ali

Luke Kim

Brendan Ponse

Kyra Pahuja

Chinaza Kenelo

Erfan Ahmed

Indy Tishler

Hailee Pavlic

Lucas Taube

Thien Mai

Xavier Stankus

Jasmeen Kaur
Ethan Nadugo

Attendance
A reminder our school day start at 9:00am (reminder music plays
at 8:50am) and the students are dismissed at 3:15pm each day.
It is important to be at school and on time every day.

If a student arrives after 9.00am, they are to come to the
office to sign for a late pass before going to class.

If students are picked up prior to 3:15pm, please advise us
prior, and they will be marked as leaving school early.


If your child is going to be absent from school please call the office on 9747 1210
between 8:30am and 8:50am of your child’s absence.
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Camps, Sports and Excursions
Fund applications
The Camps, Sports and
Excursions Fund helps
eligible families to cover
the costs of school trips,
camps and sporting
activities.
If you have a valid means
-tested concession card,
such as a Veterans Affairs
Gold Card, Centrelink Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession
Card, or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible. There
is also a special consideration category for asylum seeker and
refugee families.
Payment amounts this year are $125 for eligible primary school
students. Payments are made direct to the school to use towards
expenses relating to camps, excursions and sporting activities for
the benefit of your child.
Forms have been sent home, but please if you need another form,
please feel free to contact the school office on (03) 9747 1210 and
ask for an application form or download it from our website.
You can also download the form, and find out more about the
program and eligibility, on the Department of Education and
Training’s Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund web page.
Check with the school office if you are unsure, and please return
completed forms to the school office as soon as possible.

PAGE

9

School News

Personal Information
Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student
and parent personal information for standard school
functions or where permitted by law, as stated in
the Schools’ Privacy Policy.
Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s
collection statement, found on our website under
School Policies and Plans.

School Council Elections
WHAT IS A SCHOOL COUNCIL AND WHAT DOES IT DO?

DATES

All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally constituted
bodies that are given powers to set the key directions of a school within statewide
guidelines. In doing this, a school council is able to directly influence the quality of education that the school provides for its students.
INTERESTED?

Nomination
forms must be
lodged by 4.00
pm on:
23rd February,
2021.
The ballot will
close at 4.00
pm on:
25th February,
2021

School Councils are made up of parents, staff, community members and the principal.
To be a school councillor, you must have an interest in the school and be able to work
cooperatively with others to shape the school's future. If you're a parent, guardian or
staff member, you must nominate yourself to be a school councillor and then be elected through a vote (if required). A term on School Council is for 2 years. Rockbank Primary School Council has 6 parent representatives, with 3 parent placements and 1
Community member placement becoming available this year.
There are 2 sub-committees within the School Council including Finance and Fundraising.
Meetings are held ever third Monday of the month from 5.30pm.
If you would like to nominate please call into the office for a nomination form.
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Parent/Teacher Forums
Next week we will be having the following online WebEx meet
and greet sessions for parents/carers :

Wednesday 10th February Years F/1 and Years 5/6
Thursday 11th February

Years 1/2 and Years 3/4

All sessions 4—4:30pm.
This is an opportunity to meet your child’s classroom teacher and get some
information about what the school year will look like for each learning community.
WebEx links and details will be sent via SeeSaw. If you don’t receive
the link, please contact your classroom teacher.

BYOD IPad Program
To enable greater access to devices at our school, students in Year 3-6 are
permitted to bring an iPad that would be connected to our school network. This
is not a compulsory program, but many of our Year 5/6 students already access
this program and find it beneficial as they get exclusive access to a device. We
provide other digital options for students who don’t have a device, so no
students are disadvantaged if they do not have their own iPad. Students are
responsible for the safe keeping of their devices and it is advised that there is a
hardened case on the device before it comes to school and possibly a glass
protector. The school will take no responsibility for any damage to devices,
although there have been very few instances of damage in this program in its 3
years of operation thus far. If you would like further information on this, please
speak to your child’s teacher
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School Wide Positive Behaviour Support
Rockbank Primary School takes a whole-school approach to creating a
positive, safe and supportive school climate in which all students, including
students with additional needs, can learn and develop. We follow a School
Wide Positive Behaviour Support (SWPBS) model.
One of the essential features of this model is to clarify expected behaviours. We proactively teach these behaviours and most importantly, they
show students how they can be successful.
Below is our school matrix which outlines our school wide expectations.
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SeeSaw

Follow us on
Social Media
Do you want to be informed on the
latest news from Rockbank Primary
School? Please follow us on social
media!

Icy Poles
Icy poles and
ice creams are
sold every
Wednesday &
Friday from our
school canteen
at
11:10am.
They are
$1 each.

We use the SeeSaw App to send
instant messages, newsletters and
notices. This app will help our
school keep you fully informed
and up-to-date with news and
events.

Uniform
A reminder the students are required
to wear the Rockbank Primary School
uniform.
Hats are compulsory in Terms 1 &
4.
Our uniform supplier is PSW Quality
Apparel in Westwood Drive, Deer
Park. Beanies and
caps are also available for purchase at our school office.
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Notes Home
Please remember to ask your child
each night if there are any letters
or notes from school.
Often, our correspondence home
will be asking for payments or
parent consent by a certain date.
Any payments need to be in the
provided envelope with your
child's details. As per our Events
Policy, late submissions cannot be
accepted.

‘Late submissions will not be
accepted as it takes
significant time and effort to
organise and approve events.
The office needs to complete a
range of administrative and
financial tasks that enable
the correct Student
Permission Form to be ready
for distribution to families.’
We thank all our families in
advance for your adherence and
understanding of this process.

Parking
Our car park is very busy at
school drop off and pick up
times; it is important that everyone drives slowly and maintains
calm when picking up children.
We want all our students to be
safe. If you live nearby, please
consider walking to school or
try carpooling if walking is not
an option.
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BPay Available
BPay available at Rockbank Primary School
To pay your accounts on line is simple. Use the biller code
and reference number listed on your statement.
Each family has a unique biller code and reference number.
If you need a copy of these numbers, please contact the
office.
If you provide us with details of the invoices you are paying
at the time of payment we will allocate it in accordance
with your request.

Subway Lunches
Subway provide lunch orders once per week, each Friday.
Please ensure orders are placed in a sealed envelope containing order
form and correct money (no change will be given) and handed to the
classroom teacher by each Wednesday morning. Envelopes are to have
students names, class, amount and ‘subway’ written on the front.

Please note that we cannot accept late orders.

Subway order forms are available for download and
printing from our school website.

PAGE

16

School News
NEws

Rebel Community Kickbacks
Our school has
been selected to
participate in the
rebel Community
Kickbacks
Program. Under
this program, the
school can earn 5% of your
purchases at Rebel as in store
credit to spend on our school
sports programs.

All you need to do is join Rebel
Active, select our school from the
list of participating groups and
swipe your loyalty card every
time you make a purchase at
rebel. You’ll receive access to
great member prices and other
benefits and the school will
receive a 5% credit from everything you spend.
Thanks for your support.

Book Club
We partner with Scholastic each year to provide families with an
affordable and convenient way to bring the best in children’s literature into their homes
through Book Club.
Book Club catalogues are sent
home, each containing curated,
age appropriate titles that have
been carefully selected and
levelled by a dedicated team of
professional book lovers.
Current catalogue orders are
due by 19th February.
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Celebrating our Successes
School News
Our Values Focus
As part of our SWPBS model at Rockbank Primary School, we teach our school wide expectations.
Teaching is more than the initial instruction alone; we provide frequent opportunities for practice
in the relevant context. As part of this focus, we have a concentrated focus on specific expected
behaviours each fortnight.

Over the next fortnight, our values focus is:

WE ARE
RESPECTFUL
during learning
time.

House Points
Following our school values in yard is acknowledged with House Points. Our House
Captains tally the results at the end of each week.

Missen

90

Peacock

40

Fisher

30

Harrison

70
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Students of the Week
A class member from each class is recognised weekly with our Student of the Week Award.
This award recognises students who consistently display our school values.
We are Respectful

Week Ending:
Class
5th February
F1A
Miss Lane
F1B
Miss Bencich
F1C

Isaac McMullen

Xavier Stankus

Cooper Hluschko

Miss Coffey
We are Learners

12A
Miss Pierce
12B
Miss Magnano
12C
Miss Bull
12D
Miss Andrews

We Value Togetherness

Rudransh Kornu

Kyra Pahuja

Reyaanshi Sharma

34A
Ms Ninkovic
34B
Mr Cassano
56A
Mr Randich
56B
Miss West

We are Safe

Japmann Singh

56C
Miss Zemunic

Xavier Ramsay

Jake Vella

Jai Pomare

Tripjot Saini
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It’s Not OK To Be Away
If your child is sick or absent, you are required to
notify the school as soon as possible on the day of
absence by phone.

2021 term 1 stats at 05/02/2021
Come to
school every
day, and on
time, and be
recognised
for your
great
achievement!

Our Goal:
95% school wide attendance average

Current school wide student
average:

89%
Term 1 Classroom statistics
F1A—Miss Lane

92%

Number of students
with 100% attendance
so far in term 4

F1B—Miss Bencich

94%

F1C—Miss Coffey

83%

12A—Miss Pierce

90%

133

12B—Miss Magnano

92%

12C—Miss Bull

83%

12D—Miss Andrews

95%

34A—Ms Ninkovic

87%

34B—Mr Cassano

85%

56A—Mr Randich

92%

56B—Miss West

90%

56C—Miss Zemunic

82%

Names of students to go
into a raffle for a prize
to be announced at the
end of term.

Class with highest attendance at the end of term will be
recognised with a class celebration .
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Our Learning This Week
By Mr Miss Coffey F1C
In F1C we have been learning about one of our four school values, being
Respectful.
We have been practicing how to show respect when we are at school and in
the classroom by:


Putting our hands up to ask a question



Sitting on the floor with our 5L’s – Looking with our eyes, Listening with our ears, Lips are closed, Lap is where our hands are
and Legs are crossed


Lining up and moving around our school quietly so we respect other classes learning


Respecting our belongings and our classmates by putting our
things in the right spots

