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Principal’s Message
FOR YOUR
DIARIES

FRIDAY 5TH
MARCH
Interschool Sports
(Grades 5/6)

MONDAY 8TH
MARCH
Labour Day Public
Holiday
(no school)

THURSDAY 11TH
MARCH
Immigration Museum
Excursion
(Grades 3/4)

As we enter the Labour Day long
weekend I would like to thank
the entire school community for
the wonderful start to 2021.
Students have settled well into
school after a torrid 2020 and
have been successfully completing some amazing work in all
subject areas.

Tutor Learning Initiative
At the end of 2020, the State
Government announced that
schools would receive funding to
enable students to be the recipients of tutoring during school
hours.

We encourage all students to
participate in this program as it
is a standardised measure of
progress that is used across all of
Australia.

Students entitled to access this
program are identified through
data collection at school. The
basic purpose of tutoring is to
assist students to ’catch-up’ on
progress they may have missed
out on whilst in remote learning
in 2020. Therefore we have a
range of students working with
tutors in areas such as literacy
support, literacy and numeracy
extension and social skills for
Foundation students who may
not have spent as much time at
kindergarten last year. As the
year progresses, these groups
will change and evolve. Not all
students will be part of this program over the year as many have
continued to make the necessary
growth despite the impact of
COVID.

If you are unsure about NAPLAN
and have any questions about
your child’s participation, please
speak to your child’s teacher or
one of the Principal team.

Our staffing for 2021 has also
enabled smaller class sizes,
which has enabled the ‘catch-up’
to take place more naturally
within the classroom spaces.

NAPLAN
We are currently preparing our
students in Year 3 and Year 5 for
NAPLAN, which will be held on
11th—13th May in Literacy and
Numeracy.
Students may be exempt due to
disabilities or withdrawn from
NAPLAN at parent request. A
consent form will need to be
signed to enable this to happen
and it will need to comply with
NAPLAN guidelines for exemption or withdrawal.

Clean Up Australia Day
Our wonderful students all took
part in Clean Up Australia Day
today as they begin to develop
an understanding of their roles
and responsibilities as inhabitants of this planet. Teaching
students to look after the Earth
is a big part of what we do in
schools and this is just one way
we can teach them that everyone can make a difference to
the world, no matter how insignificant the action might seem.
Thank you to Miss Bull for organising the event.
Labour Day Holiday
A reminder that there is no
school on Monday for our students as it is the Labour Day
Public Holiday.
Have a wonderful weekend.
Darryl Spiteri
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Meet Our New Staff

Miss Pierce
12A Classroom
Teacher

Hi, my name is Chloe Pierce, and I am
the new teacher in grade 1/2A. First
of all, I would like to say a big thank
you to everyone for such a warm
welcome to the Rockbank PS
community. It has been an absolute
pleasure meeting and getting to
know all the students at Rockbank PS
and I look forward to the rest of 2021
filled with lots of fun, learning and
adventure. Before beginning my
teaching career this year, I was a
gymnastics coach for 8 years. In my

spare time I enjoy taking my dog for
a walk and catching up with my
friends and family. I also enjoy
camping at the Murray River. One
thing that many people find
fascinating is that I have an identical
twin sister who is also a teacher.
I look forward to the year ahead and
am excited to share my love for
learning with the Rockbank
community.

Reporting Absences
A reminder: if your child is sick or absent, you are required to notify the school as
soon as possible on the day of absence by telephone. (Notifications via SeeSaw
do not go to the school office). Please call the school office and let the staff
know your child’s name, class, date of absences and reason. There is also an
option to leave a message on the absence hotline.
Notifying the school of your child’s absence either prior to, or on the day that
they will be away, helps ensure the safety and wellbeing of children and will fulfil
your legal responsibility.
If your child is absent and the school has not been contacted, we will ring you as
soon as practicable on the same day. If we are unable to contact you, the
absence will be marked as unexplained.
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A Word from Wellbeing

Christopher Daxecker
Assistant Principal/
Primary Welfare

ClassDojo connects teachers
with students to build amazing
classroom communities. All our
classrooms and their teachers at
RockBank Primary School utilise Dojo to recognise positive behaviours aligned with
our school values of Respect, Learning, Togetherness and Safety. Once teachers recognise a student doing a behaviour, the behaviour is named and the student
receives ‘Dojo points’ that are tracked over the course of the hour, the day
and the week. Students then have the opportunity to use these points to
spend at the Vicki & Vinnie Values shop if they choose for items such as
stress balls, drink bottles, rubbers and more.
Students across Rockbank Primary School have been excited about achieving
Dojo points for positive behaviours and when asked about it, have replied:
‘We get points for being respectful, kind and helpful. I think it is very good
to have the dojo shop.’ Tyler West
‘Our dojo rewards are the best because you get toys and icy poles. We get
points for being good.’ Brigid Vella
‘We get points by being respectful and helping each other. We can spend our points
at the dojo shop on different activities and toys.’ Mia Middling

Have you asked your child about DOJO?
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School News
Celebrating Our Education Support Staff
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Peer Mediators
We are proud to introduce our Peer Mediators for 2021.
As part of our student leadership model, peer mediators are expected to be
ambassadors who embody the school values: we are respectful, we are
learners, we value togetherness and we are safe. They demonstrate a high
level of communication & social skills, take pride in the school and show
respect to all school and community members. They must be approachable,
reliable and trustworthy. They implement their roles with a sense of
maturity and responsibility.
Students will be trained to support their peers in the yard and the yard duty
teachers. Some of their duties might be helping students solve problems
and working with the yard duty teacher to acknowledge positive play in the
yard.
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Congratulations to
Alyssa whose 2nd place
in backstroke at
regional swimming this
week qualified her for
the Western Ranges
Division next week.
Good luck Alyssa!

Book Club
We partner with Scholastic each year to provide families with an affordable and
convenient way to bring the best in children’s literature into their homes through Book
Club.
Book Club catalogues are sent
home, each containing
curated, age appropriate
titles that have been carefully selected and levelled by a
dedicated team of professional book lovers.
Current catalogue orders are
due by 19th March.
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Harmony Week
Harmony Week is a time to celebrate Australian multiculturalism, and the successful integration of migrants into
our community. Australia is one of the most successful
multicultural countries in the world and we should
celebrate this and work to maintain it. The message of
Harmony Week is everyone belongs. It is about inclusiveness, respect and belonging for all Australians, regardless
of cultural or linguistic background, united by a set of core
Australian values.
At Rockbank Primary School, we celebrate Harmony week
all week with lesson plans with a diversity focus. We finish
the week with our whole school dressing in their traditional cultural dress (or for students who do not have a
cultural dress they can wear orange), and having a parade.

TRADITIONAL DRESS DAY

On Friday 19th March, all
staff and students are
encouraged to come to school
dressed in traditional cultural
clothing or the colour orange.
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Physical Education News
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EASTER RAFFLE
it’s almost time for our annual Easter raffle. Being
a small school we are always appreciative of the
generosity of our parents and friends.
Any donations (e.g. eggs, baskets etc.) to help make up
our raffle prizes, would be much appreciated.
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Announcements
March Birthdays
Happy birthday to the following students who celebrate a birthday in
March
Aria Joshi

Arsheen Kaur Bindra

George Taufa

Kiarah Pace

Ekam Sing Bhown

JJ Delgadillo-Kolio

Nivan Joshi

Boston Rayment

Aiden Mwaura

Dante Pradilla Quintero

Gabriel Diyago

Saai Palanivel Raja

Tristan Cutting

Siera Spiteri

Teertha Gaddam

Aaradhya Srivastava

Einathan Ayele

Max Faleauto

Sehaj Kaur Tamber

Ezekiel Ayele

Vihaan Reddy Bojja

Kaiden West

Harnaaz Kaur

Alex Beer

Subway Lunches
Subway provide lunch orders once per week, each Friday.
Please ensure orders are placed in a sealed envelope containing order
form and correct money (no change will be given) and handed to the classroom
teacher by each Wednesday morning. Envelopes are to have students names,
class, amount and ‘subway’ written on the front.

Please note that we cannot accept late orders.

Subway order forms are available for download and printing
from our school website.
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School News
Our School Wide Positive Behaviour Support Focus
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Celebrating our Successes
School News
Our Values Focus
As part of our SWPBS model at Rockbank Primary School, we teach our school wide expectations.
Teaching is more than the initial instruction alone; we provide frequent opportunities for practice
in the relevant context. As part of this focus, we have a concentrated focus on specific expected
behaviours each fortnight.

Over the next fortnight, our values focus is:

WE ARE
RESPECTFUL
Outside

House Points
Following our school values in yard is acknowledged with House Points. Our House
Captains tally the results at the end of each week.

Missen

1,280

Peacock

700

Fisher

1,130

Harrison

1,190
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Celebrating our Successes

Students of the Week
A class member from each class is recognised weekly with our Student of the Week Award.
This award recognises students who consistently display our school values.
We are Respectful

We are Learners

We Value Togetherness

Week Ending:

Week Ending:

26th February

5th March

F1A
Miss Lane

Indy T

Miles C

F1B
Miss Bencich

Salesi T

Stephanie A

F1C
Miss Coffey

Hardit S

Izaiah S

12A
Miss Pierce

Kaitlyn S

Cooper M

12B
Miss Magnano

Phoenix S

Samairah D

12C
Miss Bull

Fale P

Alina D

12D
Miss Andrews

Burak B

Jesiah E

34A
Ms Ninkovic

Angad C

34B
Mr Cassano

Andrew U

Max F

56A
Mr Randich

Andy C

Alyssa L

56B
Miss West

Hailee P

Lily H

56C
Miss Zemunic

Deluca R

P.E.
Mrs Lehane

Ruby S

Class

The Arts
Mrs Georgievski
We are Safe

Auslan
Mr Still

Sophia M
Kaitlyn S (12A)
Armaandeep S (12B)
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It’s Not OK To Be Away
If your child is sick or absent, you are required to
notify the school as soon as possible on the day of
absence by phone.

2021 term 1 stats at 05/03/2021
Come to
school every
day, and on
time, and be
recognised
for your
great
achievement!

Our Goal:
95% school wide attendance average

Current school wide student
average:

84%
Term 1 Classroom statistics
F1A—Miss Lane

84%

Number of students
with 100% attendance
so far in term 1

F1B—Miss Bencich

84%

F1C—Miss Coffey

81%

12A—Miss Pierce

88%

27

12B—Miss Magnano

88%

12C—Miss Bull

78%

12D—Miss Andrews

91%

34A—Ms Ninkovic

87%

34B—Mr Cassano

84%

56A—Mr Randich

88%

56B—Miss West

78%

56C—Miss Zemunic

81%

Names of students to go
into a raffle for a prize
to be announced at the
end of term.

Class with highest attendance at the end of term will be
recognised with a class celebration .
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Our Learning This Week
By Mr Randich 56A

Over the past few weeks, the students of 5/6A have
been learning about the school value of ‘Togetherness.’

Our class learnt about being whole people. Heart are at the centre of
everything we do!”
Chezney
“If we are present at school and our minds are switched on and our hearts
are full, it’s easy to work together with others.”
Aiden
“We have to think carefully about what we say to people and how we do
things in our class because no one wants a broken heart!”
Aashdeep

“It’s easier to break someone’s heart than it is to build a heart up.”
Alyssa
“Being together means being a part of something special. Everyone needs
to be at their best…”
Jake

