Newsletter

I S S U E

F R I D A Y

5

3 0 T H

A P R I L

Principal’s Message
FOR YOUR
DIARIES

Welcome to Term 2. I hope you all
had a wonderful break and have
returned refreshed and ready for a
busy term of learning and exciting
activities.
ANZAC Day

MONDAY 3rd May
Curriculum Day
(Student Free Day)

TUESDAY 11th—
THURSDAY 13th
MAY
NAPLAN
(Grades 3 & 5)

MONDAY 17th—
FRIDAY 21st MAY
Swimming
(Grades 3—6)

MONDAY 24th—
Friday 28th MAY
Swimming
(Grades Prep—2)

On Friday we had a solemn assembly
to commemorate ANZAC Day. Mr
Peter Burquest, a Serviceman who
fought in the Vietnam War from the
Caroline Springs RSL attended and
shared the importance of the day
with our students. On Sunday April
25th our School Captains, Saai and
Aiden attended the dawn service
with Miss Bull and Mr Daxecker and
laid a wreath on behalf of our school.
Swimming

tions and doing some writing tasks
under test conditions, as these skills
are unfamiliar to our students. We
are always mindful that NAPLAN is a
mere snapshot on one day of what
children can do and a number of
factors can affect their result on the
day. However, it is still a great tool
for us to use as a school because it
enables us to ascertain what we
need to focus on in our classrooms.
The NAPLAN tests assess the ability
of students against other students at
the same level of schooling across
Australia. If you feel that you would
like to discuss whether your child
should take part in NAPLAN, I would
be happy to have a chat. We would
like all of our students to take part in
NAPLAN if possible.

We will be returning to our swimming program this term after missing
out in 2020. Students will be heading to Melton Swim School at Genesis for 5 lessons. The program costs
$8 per day with School Council paying for the actual lessons and families paying for the buses. This is a
wonderful opportunity for students
to access what is an essential life
skill.

Curriculum Day

NAPLAN

A reminder that school starts at
8.50am each morning. We still have
many students arriving around 9am.
If your child arrives at 9am they will
need to get a late pass from the
office.

The NAPLAN tests are back on again
this year. The tests will be between
the 11th—13th May. Students in
Year 3 and 5 have been preparing for
the tests in class by familiarising
themselves with the format of ques-

Monday 3rd May is a Curriculum Day
for our students. Students will not
be required at school on this day.
Staff will be at school doing some
Professional Learning in the area of
numeracy. We look forward to using
what we have learnt with the students when they return on Tuesday.
Start time

Absences
We have had an alarming number of
children absent for long periods in
Term 1. Some students have already accrued over 20 days absence.
Of course, if your child is sick they
should stay at home. It is very important to have your child at school
and on time every day if they are
well. If you are having difficulty
getting your child to come to school
we would like to work with you to
make sure they are here and learning every day. Students who miss 20
days of school each term will potentially miss 80 days (16 weeks) per
year which equates to nearly 3 full
years absence over their time at
school from Foundation to Year 12.
It is vital that we try and improve
the rate of absence at our school.
Parking
Some people have been receiving
fines for parking incorrectly around
the school. Please observe all signage and refrain from parking on any
nature strips. I am unable to assist
you if you receive a fine.
Have a wonderful weekend.

Darryl Spiteri
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Meet Our New Staff

Stephanie Taylor
Teacher, Special
Programs

Hello, may Name is Mrs Stephanie
Taylor and I am a new staff
member at RBPS. I have degrees
in contemporary dance and
teaching. My previous work
includes teaching dance and out
school hours care with Big Childcare.
In my spare time I like to garden,
crochet and sip latte with my
friends. My favourite time of day
is brunch time, and my favourite
trip was traveling to Italy with my
husband. My greatest achieve-

ment was having my little boy
Ezra who will be 20 months old
this month.

Last term I finished my final placement for my degree with the 3/4's
at RBPS. Thank you, Rockbank
Primary, for allowing the
opportunity to finish my degree.
Since finishing my degree, I have
accepted a position to tutor a
small group of 1/2's, 3/4's and
5/6's at RBPS. I look forward to
working with the students and
getting to know the community of
Rockbank Primary.

Mother’s Day Stall & Raffle
We will be holding our Mother’s Day
stall on Thursday 6th & Friday 7th
May

Prices will range from $1—$10
If children would like to purchase anything, please
bring money in an envelope on the day.
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A Word from Wellbeing

Christopher Daxecker
Assistant Principal/
Primary Welfare

PAGE

4

A Word from Wellbeing
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NAPLAN—Years 3 & 5 students
From 11th—13th May, our years
3 & 5 students will participate in
the National Assessment
Program — Literacy and
Numeracy (NAPLAN).
The annual program tests students in reading, writing, language
conventions (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and numeracy.
The tests provide parents and schools with an understanding of
how individual students are performing at the time of the tests,
compared to other students across Australia at the same level of
schooling. NAPLAN tests are just one aspect of the school’s
assessment and reporting process; they do not replace ongoing
assessments made by teachers about student performance.

NAPLAN 2021 tests timetable
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School
School Photos
Photos
SCHOOL PHOTO DAY IS COMING
Tuesday 1st June
Information on how to order will be
communicated soon.

Congratulations
to 12B—Our
term 1
attendance
winners.
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School News
AEDC Audit
In May, our school, along with thousands of others
across the country will begin preparations for the
fifth Australian Early Development Census (AEDC).

The AEDC gives us a national picture of the development, health and wellbeing of children in their
first year of full-time school. Since 2009, the census results have helped communities, schools and
governments plan services and develop better policies to target support for children and families.
Children don’t miss any class time, and parents/carers don’t need to supply
schools with any new information for the census. The AEDC gives us data at
a school and community level - it isn’t an assessment of individual children.
Some teachers have also noticed that completing the assessments made
them more aware of the needs of individual children and the class as a
whole and that the census results are useful in planning for transitions to
Year 1 and developing class programs.
Participation in the AEDC is voluntary. Parents/carers don’t need to take any
action unless they choose not to include their children in the census.
To find out more about the census and how communities are using the data
to help children and families visit the AEDC website: www.aedc.gov.au.
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Congratulations to 12B for achieving
88.8 % attendance in Term 1.
They were recognised with a class
celebration with Mr Spiteri last term.
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Announcements
April Birthdays
Happy birthday to the following students who celebrate a birthday in
April
James Bloor

Cruz Kelly

Samreet Kaur

Tehzeeb Panjeta

Rihaan Singh

Tyler Kennedy

Harvir Dewitt

Annabella Swasbrick

Alexander Ibrahim

Belle Watt

Alera Allan

Tommy Ulutui

Joyjeet Heer

Susu Birku

Marisa McMullen

Mia Marin

Cooper Matthews

Sehaj Randhawa

Jackson Courtice

Dana Gray

Subway Lunches
Subway provide lunch orders once per week, each Friday.
Please ensure orders are placed in a sealed envelope containing order
form and correct money (no change will be given) and handed to the classroom
teacher by each Wednesday morning. Envelopes are to have students names,
class, amount and ‘subway’ written on the front.

Please note that we cannot accept late orders.

Subway order forms are available for download and printing
from our school website.
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Our School Wide Positive Behaviour Support Focus
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Celebrating our Successes
School News
Our Values Focus
As part of our SWPBS model at Rockbank Primary School, we teach our school wide expectations.
Teaching is more than the initial instruction alone; we provide frequent opportunities for practice
in the relevant context. As part of this focus, we have a concentrated focus on specific expected
behaviours each fortnight.

Over the next fortnight, our values focus is:

WE ARE
LEARNERS
Learning Time

House Points
Following our school values in yard is acknowledged with House Points. Our House
Captains tally the results at the end of each week.

Missen

810

Peacock

940

Fisher

750

Harrison

1010
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Celebrating our Successes

Students of the Week
A class member from each class is recognised weekly with our Student of the Week Award.
This award recognises students who consistently display our school values.
We are Respectful

We are Learners

We Value Togetherness

Week Ending:

Week Ending:

23rd April

30th April

F1A
Miss Lane

Maddy S

Yoving R

F1B
Miss Bencich

Rigved B

Triman K

F1C
Miss Coffey

Jackson M

Izaiah S

12A
Miss Pierce

Sehaj R

Harnoor B

12B
Miss Magnano

Rian J

Oliver S

12C
Miss Bull

Musab D

Rask G

12D
Miss Andrews

Jai M

Burak B

34A
Ms Ninkovic

Andrea U

Mehtaab G

34B
Mr Cassano

Imogen S

Xavier R

56A
Mr Randich

Akanksha P

Aashdeep S

56B
Miss West

Alex B

Tommy U

56C
Miss Zemunic

Nathan K

Tripjot S

P.E.
Mrs Lehane

Mia M (34B)

Amelia P (12D)

Stephanie A (F1B)

Indiana D-L (34A)

Ksharaa K (F1C)

Samreet K (12D)

Class

The Arts
Mrs Georgievski
We are Safe

Auslan
Mr Still
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It’s Not OK To Be Away
If your child is sick or absent, you are required to
notify the school as soon as possible on the day of
absence by phone.

2021 term 2 stats at 30/04/2021
Come to
school every
day, and on
time, and be
recognised
for your
great
achievement!

Our Goal:
95% school wide attendance average

Current school wide student
average:

88%
Term 1 Classroom statistics
F1A—Miss Lane

92%

Number of students
with 100% attendance
so far in term 2

F1B—Miss Bencich

89%

F1C—Miss Coffey

90%

12A—Miss Pierce

90%

103

12B—Miss Magnano

97%

12C—Miss Bull

91%

12D—Miss Andrews

86%

34A—Ms Ninkovic

83%

34B—Mr Cassano

83%

56A—Mr Randich

86%

56B—Miss West

84%

56C—Miss Zemunic

90%

Names of students to go
into a raffle for a prize
to be announced at the
end of term.

Class with highest attendance at the end of term will be
recognised with a class celebration .
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Our Learning This Week
By Mrs Georgievksi (Art)
This week students in F-6 have been practising the value “We are learners”.
The grade 3-6 students have begun to explore Japanese Notan art and the art principle of symmetry. Notan is a Japanese term meaning ‘Dark Light’
Notan is essentially the idea that the elements of dark and light are equally important and need each other to exist.

