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Principal’s Message
FOR YOUR
DIARIES

MONDAY 17th—
FRIDAY 21st MAY
Swimming
(Grades 3—6)

MONDAY 24th—
Friday 28th MAY
Swimming
(Grades Prep—2)

MONDAY 24th—
Friday 28th MAY
Education Week

In this week’s edition of the newsletter I would like to take the time to
reflect on my time as Principal of
Rockbank PS, as I approach 5 years in
the job.
When I first got to Rockbank I was
greeted by a small community of
students, teachers and parents.
There were only 67 students and four
classrooms in the school. The Prep
class had only 9 students.
At that time there was a history of
Principals staying for a short time and
then moving to larger schools. Being
Principal for 5 years has made me the
third longest serving Principal in the
150+ year history of Rockbank Primary, with Ron Hare being the longest
serving between 1971-1978. When
you think about how many Principals
there have been over time, it is humbling to be one of the longest serving.
As the school has grown, I have been
in awe at the way the staff here have
developed a strong collaborative
culture. They work hard to ensure
students are successful and establish
positive relationships with all students
and their families.
Our Student, Teacher and Parent
surveys have indicated an improvement in all areas over the last few
years and although we still have much
to work on, it is pleasing to see that
we are on the right track.
Students are feeling they are more
able to learn in their classrooms and
there is a lovely atmosphere and

calmness across the school. We recently had a school review at the end
of 2020 and the overwhelming feedback from the reviewers was that
there was an ordered calmness and
excellent relationships between
teachers and students.
There have been a number of improvements to the school grounds
over the last 5 years that have ensured the school is keeping up with
increasing enrolments. We peaked at
303 students last year and are back
around 230 due to the opening of
Aintree this year.
The grounds have constantly been
improved and maintained with pride
since the appointment of Garry and
we have been able to complete projects such as higher perimeter fencing, art work within the school
grounds, the Gaga Pit, Wellbeing
Centre, Soccer Pitch, update of the
old and installation of a new playground and many other improvements. Not to mention the inclusion
of 4 new portable classrooms and a
toilet block.
During this period we have also seen
many new faces on staff, including
increased leadership with the appointment of Mr Daxecker as the
Assistant Principal and Ms Zemunic as
a Learning Specialist. There have
been several new teachers during this
period and shifts in structure that
have seen us move from P-2 & 3-6
classes to more traditional structures
this year.

I would like to acknowledge all the
wonderful work of our staff over this
time and their dedication to making
this school a wonderful place for our
students and families. I would also
like to thank all those who have been
on School Council as they help to
make good decisions about the direction of the school.
When I reflect on my five years here I
feel a huge sense of pride in what we
have done as a community and I am
excited by what is to come over the
next five years.
NAPLAN
Well done to all of the Year 3 & 5
students on your preparation and
completion of the 2021 NAPLAN. You
will usually receive your child’s results for this around August.
Swimming
Our swimming program starts next
week. Students will be participating
in 5 sessions of swimming over the
next two weeks. Please ensure you
speak to your children about collecting all their items and clothing
after each session. It would be a
good idea to label all clothing to
ensure it is returned if lost.
Have a wonderful weekend.
Darryl Spiteri
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Meet Our School Captains
Sai

Saai P R
School Chaplain

Hi, I’m Saai and I’m the school
captain for 2021. My mission is to
make Rockbank Primary a positive
and safe environment....Not that
it already isn’t! Being apart of the
student leadership team has
helped me develop my
confidence as well as many other
social skills! I’ve been at this
school for a year and a half.
In my spare time I like to play
tennis, do art or do codinn. I
come from a family of 4 including
1 elder brother. I believe that all

students should be included in all
activities no matter who they are
or what the
like.
Thank you to
all the students and staff
who supported me and believed in me
along the
way....I
will always be
grateful!

Aiden
Hello, I’m Aiden one of the
school captains of Rockbank
Primary School. I am 11 years
old.
Aiden M
School Chaplain

In my free
time I enjoy
cycling,
swimming,
and bush
walking.

I believe that leadership is one
of the most fulfilling things that
you can do in life but it’s also
very difficult because you have
to represent people and all of
their needs.
I am very excited for the rest of
this year as a captain at this
wonderful school.
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A Word from Wellbeing

Christopher Daxecker
Assistant Principal/
Primary Welfare
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World Maths Day
On Wednesday 5th May was World Maths Day! To celebrate mathematics, all
classes shared how they love maths and how we use maths every day. Some
classes participated in open-ended numeracy tasks and challenges to practice their skills and broaden their knowledge. At Rockbank Primary School,
we know mistakes are a part of our learning. If we can learn from our mistakes, this will help us succeed!
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Swimming & Water Safety Program
Swimming in Schools increases
opportunities for students to develop
swimming and water safety skills to
reduce their risk of drowning and
injury.
The Rockbank Primary School Swimming and Water Safety Program runs over 2
weeks starting Swimming & Water Safety Program

GRADES

DATE

3—6

Monday 17th—Friday 21st May

Prep—2

Monday 24th—Friday 28th May
Checklist



GET TO SCHOOL ON TIME



WEAR BATHERS UNDER UNIFORM



PACK UNDERWEAR AND TOWEL



PACK PLASTIC BAG FOR WET BATHERS & TOWEL



HAVE FUN!

Visit https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/big-issues/unwanted-contact for more information.
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School Photos

PERSONALISED ORDER FORMS WILL BE SENT
HOME NEXT WEEK.
ALL ORDERING AND PAYMENTS IS ONLINE ONLY.

Please ensure
students are at
school on time.

PHOTO DAY TIPS

DRESS:

Clean & tidy, full school uniform
Grade 6’s in graduation tops

HAIR:

Neat & swept off face
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Education Week
Now in its 77th year, Education Week aims to
positively profile and celebrate the strengths and
achievements of Victoria’s government education
sector.
This year Education Week runs from 23-29 May. The
theme ‘Building Connections’ focuses on how the
community can act as a support network, support
students’ learning and development and enhance
social inclusion.
Education Week is an opportunity for all primary and
secondary schools, higher education, and early childhood
services to showcase how they are building connections with
the community around them.
Rockbank Primary School will be celebrating Education Week
by running a number of activities throughout the week.
We are still following social distancing guidelines, so aren’t
having families on site, but keep your eyes on Seesaw to see
some of the activities we get up to in class.
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Announcements
May Birthdays
Happy birthday to the following students who celebrate a birthday in
May.

Isaac McM

Stephanie A

Nicola C

Izaiah S

Jamie M

Rajbir B

Zakk E

Anthony C

Eyoel A

Amelie C-F

Isabella C

Eamon W

Jacintia C

Our Grade
Prep—2
students
enjoyed a
Tabloid Sport
afternoon this
week.
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Our School Wide Positive Behaviour Support Focus
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Celebrating our Successes
School News
Our Values Focus
As part of our SWPBS model at Rockbank Primary School, we teach our school wide expectations.
Teaching is more than the initial instruction alone; we provide frequent opportunities for practice
in the relevant context. As part of this focus, we have a concentrated focus on specific expected
behaviours each fortnight.

Over the next fortnight, our values focus is:

WE ARE
LEARNERS
Communication

House Points
Following our school values in yard is acknowledged with House Points. Our House
Captains tally the results at the end of each week.

Missen

960

Peacock

1200

Fisher

870

Harrison

1230
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Celebrating our Successes

Students of the Week
A class member from each class is recognised weekly with our Student of the Week Award.
This award recognises students who consistently display our school values.
We are Respectful

We are Learners

We Value Togetherness

Week Ending:

Week Ending:

7th May

14th May

F1A
Miss Lane

Isaac G

Atahlia B

F1B
Miss Bencich

Aria J

Rohan W

F1C
Miss Coffey

Teertha G

Yuvraj S

12A
Miss Pierce

Joe Y

Mya B

12B
Miss Magnano

Isam A

Harvir D

12C
Miss Bull

Yuvaan Batth

Mason C

12D
Miss Andrews

Tom G

Shabadjot S

34A
Ms Ninkovic

Tyler W

34B
Mr Cassano

Shammas H

Monique W

56A
Mr Randich

Andy C

Jamie M

56B
Miss West

Sammer B

Saai P

56C
Miss Zemunic

Tua U

Jacob B

P.E.
Mrs Lehane

Carter S (F1C)

Chinaza K (F1B)

Nadia K (F1A)

Aanya G (34B)

Class

The Arts
Mrs Georgievski
We are Safe

Auslan
Mr Still

Atahlia B (F1A)
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It’s Not OK To Be Away
If your child is sick or absent, you are required to
notify the school as soon as possible on the day of
absence by phone.

2021 term 2 stats at 14/05/2021
Come to
school every
day, and on
time, and be
recognised
for your
great
achievement!

Our Goal:
95% school wide attendance average

Current school wide student
average:

84%
Term 2 Classroom statistics
F1A—Miss Lane

87%

Number of students
with 100% attendance
so far in term 2

F1B—Miss Bencich

80%

F1C—Miss Coffey

83%

12A—Miss Pierce

84%

69

12B—Miss Magnano

90%

12C—Miss Bull

88%

12D—Miss Andrews

84%

34A—Ms Ninkovic

83%

34B—Mr Cassano

79%

56A—Mr Randich

85%

56B—Miss West

83%

56C—Miss Zemunic

83%

Names of students to go
into a raffle for a prize
to be announced at the
end of term.

Class with highest attendance at the end of term will be
recognised with a class celebration .

