
classrooms in the morning.  More infor-

mation about these restrictions will be 

communicated before we return to 

school through SeeSaw. 

5  year anniversary 

The start of this term has marked my 5 

year anniversary as Principal of this great 

school.  In reflecting on the work that has 

been done over that time I am confident 

that the service that our staff are provid-

ing to the community and our students is 

of a high quality.  I would like to thank all 

the parents and students who have been 

part of my journey over the past 5 years 

and look forward to continuing to make a 

difference in this community. 

Curriculum Day Cancelled 

The Curriculum Day set for next Friday 

30th July has been cancelled due to the 

remote learning period being extend-

ed.  We may have it later in the term, but 

we did not feel it would be fair to families 

to ask for another student free day after 

being in remote learning for 2 weeks. 

Regards,  

Darryl Spiteri 

Once again I would like to thank all 

members of the Rockbank Community 

for your continued dedication to ensur-

ing that all of our students are receiving 

the best possible education despite the 

ongoing setbacks we have faced during 

this pandemic.  I am truly grateful to be 

associated with such a resilient and 

understanding community.  We hope to 

be back at school on Wednesday next 

week and back into our routines. 

Parent Opinion Survey 

You may have noticed that the Parent 

Opinion Survey link has been sent via 

SeeSaw by Mr Daxecker.  This is an 

annual survey that gives us data that 

enables us to do things better at the 

school and to continue doing things 

that you like.  We take all of this data 

seriously and discuss parts of it with 

our teachers and leadership team.  We 

have been making a concerted effort to 

try and maintain an increased level of 

communication with parents since the 

last survey and we are trying hard to 

ensure we are not over communicating, 

which would only cause parents to 

‘switch off.’   Another example of how 

surveys influence decision making is 

where we have used significant re-

sources to setup our Wellbeing Centre 

and social skills programs.  Three or 

four years ago parents had expressed 

concerns that bullying was an issue and 

there was little support for their chil-

dren when they had been victims of 

bullying.  The Wellbeing Centre was 

established to support students who 

feel they need a safe space and some-

one to talk to, as well as providing 

students who might have difficulty 

controlling their emotions to regulate 

their own behaviour.  The establish-

ment of a range of social skills pro-

grams also enabled students to feel 

supported and develop the necessary 

skills to cope with similar situations in 

the future.  We have invited all parents 

to participate in the survey and we 

would like to see as many responses as 

possible whether you think we are 

doing a great job or there is something 

you think we could be doing 

better.  We know there are always 

things we can do to improve and we 

also know that there are things we are 

doing exceptionally well. 

Camp 

Camp was meant to go ahead for our 

Year 5/6 students on Monday next 

week.  Unfortunately, due to his latest 

lockdown it has had to be post-

poned.  Teachers are trying everything 

they can to reschedule the camp, but as 

you can imagine it is difficult to have to 

fit in schools who have had spots 

booked in the two previous lock-

downs.  We are currently seeking alter-

natives to ensure that this program will 

go ahead at some stage in the 

year.  Fingers crossed we will have a 

solution to you soon. 

Future potential onsite restrictions 

I would anticipate that we will return to 

some stricter restrictions when we 

return from remote learning on 

Wednesday.  This will most likely in-

clude going back to the ‘kiss and drop’ 

process we had in place just before the 

end of term 2.  Our students are now 

used to these processes and are per-

fectly capable of finding their own 

Principal’s Message 
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School News 

Meet Our New Staff 

Ragini Gupta 

Education Support 

 
Hi,  

My name is Ragini and I am a 

new Education Support member 

at Rockbank Primary School.  I 

am really grateful to the school 

for giving me the opportunity to 

work here and looking forward 

to getting to know everyone so I 

can build strong relationships 

with staff, students, parents and 

the community. 

I have been in Australia for the 

last 13 years and have worked in 

various fields.  I have been 

working with children for the 

last 3 years and am very pleased 

for choosing this career.  I am 

enjoying my job by being with 

children and giving my best   

support in their learning,        

development and growth.  I am 

a mother to a 9 years old boy 

and always love to spend my 

quality time with him as well as 

my husband.  In my spare time I 

love doing cooking, painting, 

going for walks  and catching up 

with friends. 

I am looking forward to working 

with all of you and the children.  

I will try my best to support the 

school with best of my abilities. 

 

 

 

Congratulations 

to 12B who 

achieved the 

best attendance 

for term 2.  

They were 

awarded with a 

class BBQ with 

Mr. Spiteri. 
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A Word from Wellbeing 

Christopher Daxecker 

Assistant Principal/

Primary Welfare  

Do a few days off really matter? 
Non-attendance has both an academic and a social 
impact. There is a well-documented correlation be-
tween absences and achievement, which demon-
strates that every day matters. And while every day 
matters, there are reasons for absences which im-
pact differently. To provide examples of the two ex-
tremes, a student who is absent for a week to com-
plete in elite sports will likely be given materials in 
advance and the support to catch up on missed 
work. In contrast, a student who truants is unlikely to 
enjoy those same supports and, instead, may devel-
op anxiety about returning to school.  
It’s also important to note that impacts of absentee-
ism are cumulative. Patterns of absence in the pri-
mary years often continue and grow in secondary 
school.  

Attendance Matters  

Why is it so important to attend every day? 
Learning is a progressive activity; each day’s lessons build upon those of the previous 

day(s). 
Reading the material and completing work independently does not compensate for 

direct interaction with the teacher. 
Many classes use discussions, demonstrations, experiments and participation as part 

of the daily learning activities, and these cannot be made up by those who are 

absent. 

Some Strategies to Improve Punctuality 

Bedtime routines – packing school bag ready for the next day, getting to bed earlier, 

setting a time for a television, IPad, computer, mobile phone and other devices to be 

turned off 

Morning routines – setting the alarm earlier, no television until ready for school (and 
maybe not even then), having breakfast before leaving home, so no need to call in at 
the shop, meeting a reliable friend to walk to school with. 

Punctuality Matters Too! 
Missed minutes = missed learning = missed opportunities! 

Being frequently late for school means lost learning: 

 Arriving 5 minutes late every day adds up to over 3 days lost each year. 

 Arriving 15 minutes late every day is the same as being absent for 2 weeks a year. 
Arriving 30 minutes late every day is the same as being absent for 19 days a year. 

Look forward to seeing your smile at the front gate – Mr. Daxecker. 



 

School News 

P A G E  4  

School News 

Visit https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/big-issues/unwanted-contact for more information. 
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School News 

Visit https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/big-issues/unwanted-contact for more information. 

 

 

Meet Our New House Mascots 

Fisher is named after the Fisher   
family who were also a prominent 
family in the Rockbank area who had 
children at the school.  Foxes are 
prevalent in the Rockbank             
area.  They are survivors that still 
thrive despite the ongoing growth in 
the surrounding suburbs and new 
estates. 

Harrison house is named after the 
Harrison family who have been 
members of the Rockbank communi-
ty for over 100 Years.  Hawks are 
strong predatory birds.  The Brown 
Goshawk can be found in the Melton 
area and is easily recognisable by 
short rounded wings and a long tail. 

Missen is named after the Missen family 
who were very active in establishing 
farms within the Rockbank area in the 
1860s.  They had several students at the 
school and many family members were 
part of the School Council.  The Missen 
family had several farming businesses 
which included the breeding of draught 
and pace horses.  Mustangs are wild 
horses, which would have been around 
during the early farming periods in 
Rockbank and surrounding towns. 

Peacock is named after the Peacock   
family who were prominent members of 
the Rockbank community in the 
1950s.  The Lion represents leadership 
and has been chosen to represent the 
Rockbank Lion Park that was once a   
feature on Ballarat Rd beside the Marine 
Store just after the Werribee exit on the 
highway.  If you look closely you can still 
see the old toilet block and fence that 
was part of the park at the time. 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/big-issues/unwanted-contact
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School News School News 

Book Week 2021 
There will be an upcoming dress up day for Book Week on  

Tuesday 24th August.  

The theme for this year 
is 'Old Worlds, New 
Worlds, Other Worlds'.       
Students can dress up 
as their favourite book 
character for the day, it 
does not necessarily 
have to match the 
theme of Book Week, 
there is also no          
expectation for you to 
go out and purchase a 
costume for your child. 
On this day students 
will have the               
opportunity to take 
part in a dress up      
parade with the whole 
school as well as       
participate in a range of 
Book Week classroom 
activities.  

Any questions please 
contact your child's 
classroom teacher.  
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School News 

Announcements 
July Birthdays 

Happy birthday to the following students who celebrate a birthday in 

July. 

Lukas D 

Jujhar S 

Abbey H 

T.J. H 

Seth S 

Alicia A 

Alok T 

Jai P 

Jacob B 

Jayinder B 

Gurneet K 

Eli R-B 

Yuvaan S 

Nadia K 

Andy C 
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Our School Wide Positive Behaviour Support Focus 
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Celebrating our Successes School News 

House Points 
Following our school values in yard  is acknowledged with House Points.  Our House 

Captains tally the results at the end of each week. 

Missen 90 

Peacock 50 

Fisher 40 

Harrison 160 

We have seen some wonderful work submitted during remote learning. 



P A G E  1 2  

Celebrating our Successes 

Students of the Week 
A class member from each class is recognised weekly with our Student of the Week Award.  

This award recognises students who consistently display our school values. 

We are Respectful 

We are Learners 

We Value Togetherness 

We are Safe 

Class 
Week Ending: 

16th July 

Week Ending: 

23rd July 

F1A 
Miss Lane Melina Y Mehtaab S 

F1B 

Miss Bencich 
Eamon W Shlok K 

F1C 

Miss Coffey 
Taanush P  

12A 

Miss Pierce 
Cooper M Soham K 

12B 

Miss Magnano 
Dante P Q Isam M 

12C 

Miss Bull 
Noah G Kyra P 

12D 

Miss Andrews 
Refah A Belle W 

34A 

Ms Ninkovic 
Maddison M Braydan B 

34B 

Mr White 
Melody  Y Monique W 

56A 

Mr Randich 
Aiden M Akanksha P 

56B 

Miss West 
Hailee P Jasmeen K 

56C 

Miss Zemunic 
Hady M Aekam B 

P.E. 

Mrs K (for Mrs Lehane) 
Scarlette (F1C)  

The Arts 

Mrs Georgievski 
Tulouna  U (12A) Jacintia C (56C) 

Auslan 

Mr Still 
Scarlette T (F1C) Ryan C (34A) 
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Attendance 

2021 term 3 stats at 23/07/2021 

Our Goal:   

95% school wide attendance average 

Current school wide student      

average: 

89% 

Number of students 

with 100% attendance 

so far in term 3 

27 
Names of students to go 

into a raffle for a prize 

to be announced at the 

end of term. 

Come to 

school every 

day, and on 

time, and be 

recognised 

for your 

great 

achieve-

ment! 

If your child is sick or absent, you are required to 

notify the school as soon as possible on the day of 

absence by phone.  

Term 3 Classroom statistics 

F1A—Miss Lane 90% 

F1B—Miss Bencich 85% 

F1C—Miss Coffey 88% 

12A—Miss Pierce 87% 

12B—Miss Magnano 93% 

12C—Miss Bull 92% 

12D—Miss Andrews 92% 

34A—Ms Ninkovic 90% 

34B—Mr White 83% 

56A—Mr Randich 90% 

56B—Miss West 87% 

56C—Miss Zemunic 89% 

Class with highest attendance at the end of term will be 

recognised with a class celebration . 
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By Mr Still  - Auslan.   

We value togetherness during learning time 

At Rockbank Primary School we learn different subjects and topics. During learning 
time we: 

- make sure all voices are heard  

- respect different opinions  

- include others 

 

 

 

Our Learning This Week 


