
It is the department’s expectation that, 

through to the end of winter, students aged 

8 and over and staff will wear masks when in 

class, except where removing a mask is 

necessary for clear communication or when 

a particular activity requires the removal of a 

mask. Masks are not required to be worn 

outdoors but can be worn when physical 

distancing is not possible. This expectation 

should not constrain student participation in 

the full range of school activities, including 

music, sport and performances. 

We are continuing to see Covid19 positive 

cases at our school each day/week. Please 

continue to keep unwell students at home 

and complete a RAT if Covid symptoms are 

presenting. We appreciate your support to 

keep others safe and well. 

Attendance: 

This week we introduced a new SMS service 

for all student absences. The last two days, 

we have had nearly 100% of families     

respond by phoning the school, choosing 

option 1 to record why your child/children 

are absent from school. THANK YOU. This 

process means that our office staff and 

teachers do not have to spend time every 

day chasing families for this information.  

Assemblies 

Assemblies will now commence at 2:55pm. 

We aim to have students seated by 2:50pm. 

We love seeing our families attending our 

assembly. Our students love to see you 

there.  

Wishing you all a happy and safe two weeks. 

Krista Barnes 

Principal 

Congratulations to our students for a 

fantastic display of commitment to their 

learning. It has been a pleasure to visit 

classrooms and observe students engaged 

in their learning tasks, engaged with 

teachers, ES staff and peers. Keep up the 

great work everyone. 

RPS welcomes Harpreet, to our staff team. 

Harpreet is our newly appointed ‘Multi-

cultural Aide’ who will support the junior 

classrooms. Harpreet speaks both Punjabi 

and Hindi and will use her skills to break 

down the communication between    

teacher and English as an additional  

language (EAL). We are very excited about 

this new and supportive role. Please come 

and meet Harpreet, she will be around the 

Foundation classrooms at the end of each 

school day. Harpreet may also be able to 

support communication between families 

and teachers as well, if language is a 

barrier.  

We have a new Victorian Government 

Schools Agreement, which became   

effective on 25th July, 2022. There are 

some considerable changes for schools to 

work through and implement. Changes in 

work conditions for both teachers and ES 

staff are quite significant. Some changes 

include a reduction of face-to-face     

teaching time and ‘Time In Lieu’ for staff 

who attend extra-curricular activities such 

as camps. We are currently working with 

our staff team to develop the RPS Frame-

work Model to meet all the new        

obligations of the agreement. I would like 

to advise our families, that we will be 

experiencing some changes in the future 

to meet the agreement conditions. We 

will be working very hard to continue 

some of the great school activities and 

events in the future, however, time in lieu 

for extra ‘out of normal hours’ for school 

planned events may be affected in some 

ways i.e. some after school events, may 

now need to be during the school day, 

normal hours of operation. 

This week our teachers and leadership 

team completed the Nationally Consistent 

Collection of Data (NCCD). We have 

included a letter for all parents attached to 

this newsletter (page 21), as well as a 

NCCD ‘Fact Sheet for families’ (pages 22—

24). IS THE NCCD COMPULSORY? Yes. All 

schools must collect and submit infor-

mation each year for the NCCD. This is 

detailed in the  Australian Education 

Regulation 2013. For more information, 

ask your school  principal or the relevant 

education authority. 

NAPLAN update: We have been advised 

that NAPLAN student achievement reports 

will be sent to schools by 29h August, 

2022. Once these documents have been 

received, we will organise reports to be 

sent home as soon as possible. 

Swimming Reminder: swimming will be 

held in the last two weeks of this term: 

Juniors (Years F-2) in Week 9 

Seniors (Years 3-6) in Week 10 

Keep an eye on our communication 

platforms for all planned events.  

School Operations Guide updated 8th July, 

2022: 

Masks: 

It is strongly recommended by the Victori-

an Department of Health that face masks 

are worn in indoor settings, with face 

masks mandatory for those aged 8 and 

over who are household contacts and 

attending school. This is because the 

wearing of masks is effective in reducing 

the transmission of COVID-19. 

Principal’s Message 
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MONDAY 22ND—

FRIDAY 26TH 

AUGUST 

Book Week 

 

WEDNESDAY 

24TH AUGUST 

Book Week Dress 

Up Day 

 

MONDAY 29TH 

AUGUST 

Staff Professional 

Practice Day 

(students are not 

required to attend 

school) 

 

TUESDAY 30TH 

AUGUST 

Curriculum Day 

(student free day) 

FOR YOUR        

DIARIES 
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Meet Our New Staff 

Jo W 

Education Support 

Bedawra A 

Education Support 

Hi, I’m Jo, a new ES (Educational Support) staff member at RPS. I have worked 
in early education for over 20 years, mainly as a Child Care Co-Ordinator & 
recently in the school system. 

I am a local resident, where I live with my 3 adult children, husband of almost 
22 years & our cat, Tiger, who loves a game of fetch!! 

On the weekend I could be doing my homework for the Cert III in Auslan I am 
completing at Melbourne Polytechnic TAFE, watching the Sydenham Panthers 
play basketball or working as a Disability Support Worker. 

I also love riding my mountain bike around our area or teaching scrap booking 
and card making classes! 

I cant wait to meet you & learn what interests you have also!! 

Greetings All,  

I am Bedawra Adib.  Following the south Asian tradition, friends and family also like 

to call me Dora ( Nickname). I live in Rockbank, close to school just the other side of 

the rail track with my husband and daughter.  

We recently moved from down down under. The heart-shaped island of Tasmania. My 

previous school was Mount Nelson Primary an amazing school on a hilltop. Where I 

help to teach almost all the grades. I loved working with math and science problems 

with 5th and 6th graders. 

 

I love music and travelling. As Tasmanian ,camping and hiking were a ritual on the 

holidays except in winter. I have been to Malaysia, India and Bangladesh. Last year I 

have been to under water driving in Great barrier reefs. We love cairns so much we are 

planning  go there again. My new year's resolution was to justify my Nickname ( Dora 

the Explorer).  

I love music. I had singing training during my university days. I believe music while 

hiking is one of the most enjoyable experiences.  

 

Allow me to take this opportunity to thank everyone for their warm welcome In this 

neighbourhood. I believe it will be a wonderful journey ahead with this wonderful 

school and community. 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/big-issues/unwanted-contact
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/big-issues/unwanted-contact
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Christopher Daxecker 

Assistant Principal/

Primary Welfare  

 A Word From Wellbeing 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/big-issues/unwanted-contact
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/big-issues/unwanted-contact
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The Victorian Government has announced new Child Safe Standards to further 
strengthen child safety across organisations, including schools. The new     
standards recognise the critical importance of families and the broader school 
community in maintaining and promoting child safety and wellbeing.  

Rockbank Primary School has reviewed and updated our child safety policies 
and procedures to ensure they meet the requirements of the new standards. 
These are available to view on our school’s website, have been communicated 
via Seesaw,  and are available in hard copy at the school’s front office upon   
request.  The following policies have been reviewed and updated: 

 Bullying Prevention Policy 

 Child Safety Policy 

 Child Safety Code of Conduct 

 Child Safety Responding and Reporting Obligations Policy and Procedures 

 Complaints Policy 

 Digital Learning 

 Student Wellbeing and Engagement Policy 

 Visitors Policy 

 Volunteers Policy 

 Yard Duty an Supervision Policy 

We are committed to continuous improvement in our approach to child safety 
and wellbeing and welcome feedback from families and members of our school 
community on ways we can further strengthen our child safety policies,        
procedures and practices.  

If you have any suggestions, comments or questions, please contact Krista 
Barnes, school principal. 

School News 

Child safety and wellbeing at Rockbank Primary School: 

information for families and the school community  

https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/big-issues/unwanted-contact
http://www.rockbankps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Bullying-Prevention-Policy.pdf
http://www.rockbankps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Child-Safety-Policy.pdf
http://www.rockbankps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Child-Safety-Code-of-Conduct.pdf
http://www.rockbankps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Child-Safety-Responding-and-Reporting-Obligations-Policy-and-Procedures.pdf
http://www.rockbankps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Complaints-Policy.pdfC:/Users/08820336/Documents/Boardmaker
http://www.rockbankps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Digital-Learning-Policy.pdf
http://www.rockbankps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Student-Wellbeing-and-Engagement-Policy.pdfC:/Users/08820336/Documents/Boardmaker
http://www.rockbankps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Visitors-Policy.pdf
http://www.rockbankps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Volunteers-Policy.pdf
http://www.rockbankps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Yard-Duty-and-Supervision-Policy.pdf
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The Victorian Department of Health strongly recommends that face 
masks are worn in indoor settings.  

As a result, we are asking all students aged 8 
and over and all staff in all schools across Victo-
ria to wear masks when in class (except where 
removing a mask is necessary for clear commu-
nication) from now to the end of winter.  

Students won’t be required or expected to wear 
masks when outdoors, and this expectation 
won’t stop student participation in the full 
range of school activities, including music, sport 
and performances.  

We are asking for your support in explaining to 
your child or children the importance of this 
simple step that will help keep our schools as 

safe as possible.  

We also ask that you make sure your child (or children) takes a mask 
to school (and wears it if they are travelling on public transport) or 
collects a mask when they arrive at school.  

We all appreciate how important it is for students to be back at 
school. This action will help make sure as many students and staff as 
possible are protected from COVID and other winter illness.  

Thank for your help with this collective effort to keep our communi-
ties safe and healthy.  

 

School News 

Masks 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/big-issues/unwanted-contact
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Upcoming Curriculum/Professional 

Practice Days 
We have a number of Curriculum/Professional Practice Days planned for 
August.  Please mark your diaries early. 

29th & 30th August. 
 

School News 

X 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/big-issues/unwanted-contact
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Book Week 
There will be an upcoming dress up day for Book Week on  

Wednesday, 24th August  

The theme for this year 

is ‘Dreaming with eyes 

open’.  

Students can dress up as their 

favourite book character for the 

day, it does not necessarily have 

to match the theme of Book 

Week, there is also no          

expectation for you to go out and 

purchase a costume for your 

child. On this  day students will 

have the opportunity to take part  

in a dress up parade with the 

whole school as  well as       

participate in a range of Book 

Week classroom activities.  

https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/big-issues/unwanted-contact
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Thursday, 1st September 

Return order forms 
with payment by 
26th August for 
sausage sizzle lunch 

https://
www.footycoloursday.co
m.au/fundraisers/
RockbankPrimarySchool/
footy-colours-day-school 

Follow link to help us 

raise money for the  

Cancer Foundation 

WHOLE SCHOOL 

PARADE—2:30PM 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/big-issues/unwanted-contact
https://www.footycoloursday.com.au/fundraisers/RockbankPrimarySchool/footy-colours-day-school
https://www.footycoloursday.com.au/fundraisers/RockbankPrimarySchool/footy-colours-day-school
https://www.footycoloursday.com.au/fundraisers/RockbankPrimarySchool/footy-colours-day-school
https://www.footycoloursday.com.au/fundraisers/RockbankPrimarySchool/footy-colours-day-school
https://www.footycoloursday.com.au/fundraisers/RockbankPrimarySchool/footy-colours-day-school
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Starting Monday 15th August, we will be trialling our new ‘Monday Munchies’.  

Any students arriving between 8:30—8:50am each morning are welcome to 

grab something for breakfast as they pass the Dojo Shop. 

If they’ve already had a nice healthy start to the day, they are even welcome to 

grab a snack for later. 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/big-issues/unwanted-contact
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A resurgence of influenza (the flu) is expected this winter. 

Schools are at risk of higher rates of students and staff affected by flu and 

COVID-19. 

Flu vaccinations 
Flu vaccinations can be booked through GPs and pharmacies, many of which 
can also provide COVID-19 vaccinations. 

Flu vaccination is recommended for everyone aged 6 months and over. 

Some people are more at risk of complications from flu and are eligible for free 
vaccination as part of the National Immunisation Program. 

COVID-19 vaccinations 
COVID-19 vaccines are available and free to everyone aged 5 years and over in 
Australia. 

They can be booked through the COVID-19 hotline on 1800 675 398 or through 

participating GPs, pharmacies and community health services. 

Cold & Flu Season 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/big-issues/unwanted-contact
tel:1800%20675%20398
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House Points 
Following our school values in yard  is acknowledged with House Points.  Our 

House Captains tally the results at the end of each week. 

Missen 560 

Peacock 820 

Fisher 710 

Harrison 530 

Please be reminded of our mobile phone policy: 

If  a mobile phone is required for the reasons of safety for 

travelling to and from school the child will be required to    

deliver the phone to the School Office for safe 

keeping until the end of the school day.  

This is now also a Department of Education and 

Training policy, requiring all students in Victorian 

state primary and secondary schools to switch off 

their mobile phones and store them securely 

from the start of the day until the final bell. 

Mobile Phone Policy 
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Momcilo B 

Grace F 

Rosalee N 

Rob A 

Yovin R 

Hardit S 

Mia M 

Meti B 

Hailee B 

Sophia M 

Tai M 

School News 

Announcements 
August Birthdays 

Happy birthday to the following students who celebrate birthday in August  

Lukas D 

Deng D 

Chance McM 

Aarahi T 

Evangeline L 

Ali S 

Prisa K 

Triman K 

Katherine P 

Samairah D 

Ayaan D 

Khushmeet P 

Jasmeet P 

Arshnoor S 

Bassam I 

Mya B 

Yarna H 

Montana E 

Brigd V 

Burak B 

Kaitlyn S 

Ankita K 

Jovan S 

Andrea U 

Andrew U 

Siera J 

 

Our Grade 5/6 

students enjoyed 

their excursion to 

the Australian 

Sports Museum 

last week. 
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2022 stats at 05/08/2022 

Our Goal:   

All students will have at least 95%     

attendance all year . 

Current school wide student      
average: 

87%  

Number of students 

with 100% attendance 

so far in term 3 

60 
Names of students to go 

into a raffle for a prize 

to be announced at the 

last assembly of the 

term. 

If your child is sick or absent, you are required 

to notify the school as soon as possible on the 

day of absence by phone.  

Come to 

school every 

day, and on 

time, and be 

recognised 

for your 

great 

achieve-

ment! 

Term 3 Classroom statistics 

FA—Miss Gregson 87.8% 

FB—Miss Bencich 90.7% 

FC—Miss Lane 80.7% 

12A—Miss Pierce 86.4% 

12B—Miss Magnano 85.5% 

12C—Miss Andrews 85.5% 

12D—Mrs Willis 87.5% 

12E—Mr Randich 86.5% 

12F—Ms Ninkovic 86.0% 

34A—Miss Bull 89.8% 

34B—Mr White 86.5% 

34C—Mrs Kilkenny 89.1% 

56A—Miss West 87.5% 

56B—Mr Cassano 87.2% 

Class with highest attendance at the end of term will be 

recognised with a class celebration . 
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School Wide Positive Behaviour Support 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/big-issues/unwanted-contact
http://www.rockbankps.vic.edu.au/?page_id=2341
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Celebrating our Successes 

Students of the Week 

We are Respectful 

We are Learners 

We Value Togetherness 

We are Safe 

Class 
Week Ending: 

29th July 

Week Ending: 

5th August 

FA—Miss Gregson   

FB—Miss Bencich Samrath M Rehmat K 

FC—Miss Lane All of FC Arshnoor S 

12A—Miss Pierce Annaya M Evangeline L 

12B—Miss Magnano Monet A Mehtaab S 

12C—Miss Andrews Faris W Rihaan S 

12D—Mrs Willis Burak B Jackson M 

12E—Mr Randich Nadia K Lukas D 

12F—Ms Ninkovic  Sinana A 

34A—Miss Bull Eli R-B Andrew U 

34B—Mr White Amreen C Amazyiah L M 

34C—Ms Kilkenny  Ali A 

56A—Ms West Tristan C Yuvi B 

56B—Mr Cassano Jasmeet K Guntaj H 

PE—Mrs Lehane Hamreet B (34C) Avelyn K D (12B) 

The Arts—Mrs Georgievski Burak B (12D) Aaliyah P (12B) 

Auslan—Mr Still Rask G (34C) Adonis K (56A) 

A class member from each class is recognised weekly with our Student of the Week 

Award.  This award recognises students who consistently display our school values. 
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By Mr Randich & 12E 

 

 

 

 

Our Learning This Week 

WE VALUE 

TOGETHERNESS 
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In the Community 
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