
sleeping away from their homes in cabin accommodation. To be able to
provide these experiences without any cost to families by using one of the
Department of Education’s initiatives and responses to ‘recovery from the covid
period’ are greatly appreciated by us and by our community. 

Thank you to the fabulous staff team who planned these fabulous camps and
activities for the students to experience as well as the duty of care you
provided to each and every student. I am also very grateful that our staff are
willing to leave their own families and children to provide these experiences for
your children.  I would also like to thank our parent helpers, who make up our
staff to student ratios and who provide a great deal of support to students and
staff on camps. We hope you enjoyed this experience as much as the students
and staff.

Our students and staff are working together to complete final assessments in
preparation for school reports at the end of this term. We have a range of
assessments that can be administered as whole class, small group or in one on
one (student and teacher) sessions. To enable teachers to make an accurate
judgement of where your child is levelled against the Victorian Curriculum or
English as an Additional Language (EAL) Curriculum, they will triangulate data
from a number of completed assessment tasks, classroom work samples and
teacher observations/anecdotal records. Data analysis of all individual student
assessments takes considerable time for teachers after school hours. To provide
additional support to teachers, our school works together in after-school
meetings to complete ‘moderation’ processes of student work with the support
of each other to assist teachers in determining student levels of achievement.

                                                                                                         Continued

 

Friday 9th June

Curriculum Day 

(No school for students)

 

Monday 12th June

King's Birthday Public

Holiday

No School

 

Tuesday 13th June

FD trip to MSS

 

Wednesday 14th June

5/6 Soccer

 

Friday 16th June

Foundation Pyjama Day

and 

Whole School Casual

Clothes Day 

(Grade 6 Fundraiser - gold

coin donation)

 

Wednesday 14th June

Last Day of Term 2

 

 

NEWSLETTER
IMPORTANT

DATES
 Term 2

FRIDAY 2ND JUNEISSUE 8

PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE
It has been an exciting couple of weeks at school with
many of our students attending school camps. The 3/4
team stayed at the Lyrebird Camp in Yellingbo while the
5/6 campers travelled to Coastal Forest Lodge in
Anglesea. Congratulations to our students who
experienced many activities for the first time as well as 



Last week we celebrated our wonderful Education Support (ES) staff team. Our ES team
are highly valued by all of us at Rockbank PS. They fill all the gaps for us across the school
and are a fabulous support to students learning in the classroom as well as classroom
teachers. Our ES team also run lunch time clubs for our students to enjoy during both
breaks. My aim for 2023, was to have an ES staff member work in every classroom. Whilst
some ES work all day in classrooms to support students, other ES will rotate and give
support to other students and staff. We shared a lovely morning tea, although, sometimes,
that doesn’t feel enough to express our thanks. I would also like to thank our ES staff for
coming to camp, you provide such care and support to many students during these events.
Thank you.

Yesterday was photo day which is always exciting. Whilst families love school photos, we
also value them. Each year our supplier creates a hard cover book that captures every class
photo, staff photos, school council photos and student leader photos for the year. These
photo books are held in my office for our school visitors to enjoy. 

Also, over the last two weeks, we have had an increase in unwell students and staff. If your
child is unwell, please keep them home, as we are finding the cold and flu like systems
spreading quickly in our classrooms. There have also been a number of Covid cases, it is
strongly recommended by the Health and Education Departments, that if you test positive
with Covid, a period of five days isolation should follow, by doing this, we hopefully slow
down the spread of Covid in our school.

Next Friday, 9th June is a school curriculum day, no students attend school. Staff will be
working onsite with both our Literacy and Numeracy consultants to complete planning for
Term Three. Monday the 12th of June is also the King's Birthday public holiday, so again no
students or staff will be at school.  

The next newsletter due in Week 8, will be the last for Term Two.

We hope you all have a fabulous fortnight.

Krista Barnes 
Principal

continuation of PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGe



Number of students with 100%
attendance in term 2: 

54

Foundation

1/2A - Miss Pierce: 85%
1/2B - Miss Buttigieg: 91%
1/2C - Miss Bencich: 94%

1/2D - Mrs Kaur: 90%
12/E - Ms Ris: 89%

 

come to
school every

day 
(and on time!)

and be
recognised

for your
great

achievement! 

If your child is sick or absent,
you are required to notify the
school as soon as possible on
the day of absence by phone.

5/6A - Mr Cassano: 84%
5/6B: Ms Ninkovic: 85%

FA - Miss Gregson: 86%
FB - Mr Randich: 95%
FC - Miss Gabby: 88%
FD - Mrs Sharma: 78% 

Term 2

Classroom

Statistics

3/4A - Mrs Jones/ Mrs Murden: 84%
3/4B - Miss Bull: 88%
3/4C - Mr White: 84%

3/4D - Ms Kilkenny: 92%
3/4E - Ms Kastanaras: 89%

2023 Stats at 2/6/23

1/2s

3/4s

5/6s

CELEBRATING OUR ATTENDANCE



 
 

Each Friday, the class with the best attendance gets

Rocky to look after for the entire following week!

There are 10 attendance
badges to collect featuring

our very own Vicki and Vinny!
 

For each month that you are
at school every day, you will

receive one badge.    
 

COLLECT ALL 10!

RockyRockyRocky

TERMLY PRIZES!

With excellent attendance, you can go into

the draw to win epic prizes each term!

CELEBRATING OUR ATTENDANCE



ATTENDANCE



A class member from each class is recognised weekly with our Student of the Week
Award. This award recognises students who consistently display our school values.

CELEBRATING OUR SUCCESS
Students of the week

26th May

Mahathi M
Ash K

Malakai K

Syon Man S
Yuvraj S
Julian L

Sinana A
Jeslyn R
Arsema F

Sienna S

Moksha P
12D
34E

2nd June

Mahad S

Hamreet B

Christiaan M

Mansahib C
Tajveer N
Chanu D

Shashank M
Miles C
Lina B

Stephanie A
Isabella Y

Aaronveer S

Phoenix S
Isam A

Isabella C

Isata J
Jay M



Students receive house point tokens for demonstrating our school values while out
in the yard. 

CELEBRATING OUR SUCCESS
HOUSE POINTS

950

690

1640

970



Celebrating Our Learning

FC with Miss Gabby

In Phonics this week, the
students in Foundation
have been learning all

about the vowels. We have
been learning to place the
correct vowel in our CVC

words to make sure it
makes sense. In Math we
are learning about adding
2 numbers together using
different manipulatives as

well as learning about
measurement and how

heavy or lights different
objects are. For Writing we

continue to learn how to
write a recount about

something that we have
experienced. We have also

been looking at
information reports and
how to write a fact about

something. 
 



Celebrating Our Learning

3/4C with Mr White
In our inquiry unit
this term 34C have

been learning about
renewable and non-

renewable resources.
In this lesson we were

discussing how we
use water and what
we can do to make

our water use
sustainable. 

 
There were many
ideas on how to

conserve water and
new understanding of
why it is so important

to be careful how
much water we use.

 



 
 

JULIAN CASSANO
5/6A

Hola Rockbank community!
My name is Julian and I work as a Classroom Teacher,
currently in my 7th year at Rockbank PS. I’m loving
working as a 5/6 Teacher after working in P.E and STEM
previously. 

But I’m sure you want to more! I love soccer (go the
Gunners!) as well as the Carlton FC (go the Blue
Baggers!) 

I lived in Spain for a year and travelled during this time. I
have 3 sisters and yes, they annoyed me a lot, although
we have a lot of fun playing board games, mainly Catan!

In my own time I love listening to music and podcasts. I
have my own podcast with my two best friends and have
been doing it for over 3 years now!

I played soccer in Brazil when I was 15 representing
Australia in U18s Women’s Futsal Team
I have a cat name Bobby
This year I got engaged to a wonderful man named
Nicholas!
I have a 4-year-old daughter.
I have a Bachelor of Psychology
I have the biggest sweet tooth!
I have been teaching for 10 years
I regularly play golf
I speak Serbian and Spanish 
I have travelled to India and I visited the Taj Mahaj
and the Golden Temple.

Hello everyone! 
My name is Lazarela Ninkovic and I am the teacher in
5/6B.

If you would like to know a little more about me, read
along and try and guess whether the following
statements are TRUE or FALSE.

1.

2.
3.

4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.

Come and find me on yard duty and I’ll let you know if
you were correct!
Ms. Ninkovic 😊

Hello Rockbank community!
My name is Janelle and I work as Education Support,
currently in my second year at Rockbank PS and my
11th year in the role. I love my job and seeing the kids
succeed and those light bulb moments are priceless.

A bit more about me is I have three dogs that keep me
very busy, 2 Border Collies and a very cheeky Whippet
who helps me get my steps up every day, chasing him
from stealing things such as toilet paper, socks etc. 

I barrack for the Hawthorn Hawks in the AFL, Melbourne
storm in the NRL and the Chicago Bulls in the NBA. 

I enjoy spending time with my family and friends. My
favourite holidays are cruising, I love the peacefulness
of staring out at the water. A few other things I enjoy is
listening to music, watching sport and telling the odd
joke here and there. 

Hi Rockbank P.S community!
My name is Shilo and I am an education support staff

member for the wonderful grade 5/6 team.
This is now my third year at Rockbank P.S and I

thoroughly enjoy being a part of such a wonderful
community. 

 
In my spare time you will find me chasing after my 3 very

spoilt dogs - I have 2 Golden Retrievers and a
Pomeranian. I love spending time outdoors where I enjoy
doing yoga & meditation. I love to drink coffee & discover

new cafe's where I enjoy catching up with friends and
family & of course my dogs love to come too!

I am also a very keen AFL fan & I support the mighty
Bombers!

 
I look forward to seeing your happy 
& smiling faces in the school yard! 

 

JANELLE FRY
EDUCATION SUPPORT

SHILO DAMIAN

Meet our TEAM: Grade 5/6
LAZARELA NINKOVIC

5/6B

EDUCATION SUPPORT



School Council ElectionsSchool Council Elections

 
 
 

have better school attendance than those who regularly skip breakfast
be more emotionally healthy than non-breakfast eaters
stay at a healthy weight, because they’re less likely to snack on unhealthy foods.

This means that a healthy breakfast can help children perform better at school.

Children who eat breakfast also tend to:

(Source: Raising Children website)

At Rockbank, we offer ‘Morning Munchies’ as the children come in to school. This varies
from day to day but includes fresh fruit such as apples and pears, carrots, milk, Messy
Monkey snacks and fruit cups. Students are able to grab something while they are waiting
for the bell to go or grab something to eat later. 
Each classroom also has a bowl of fruit for students to snack on throughout the day if
they are hungry. 
We are very thankful to ‘Foodbank Victoria’ who provide this food for our students, as
well as Gethsi Venema who sets it up every morning and ensures that the supplies are
kept fresh and stocked up.

A WORD FROM WELLBEING

Breakfast
Breakfast gives children the energy they need to start their busy
days. Children who eat a healthy breakfast can concentrate on
playing, learning, remembering and solving problems, because they
aren’t distracted by feeling hungry.

https://raisingchildren.net.au/toddlers/nutrition-fitness/breakfast-lunches/breakfast


Rockbank PS

Enrolment Form

Department of Education

2024 Foundation Enrolment

Information Pack

Please contact the front office on
9747 1210 to register

Wednesday 
14th June

 
9:00-10:00am

and 
2:00-3:00pm

Information
Sessions and Tours

Foundation (Prep) 
Enrolments 

are now

OPEN

2024

Please submit your
enrolment application

by Friday July 28th 2023

http://www.rockbankps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Student-Enrolment-Form-2024-PDF-Version-1.pdf
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SCHOOL NEWS



REMINDERS

If you missed out on making a purchase at
our fair, you are still able to purchase from 

Book Club - Issue 4 by clicking here. 
 

Please note that all orders must be made by 
Monday 12th June. 

 
For every purchase made, Rockbank PS

recieves a commission which brings more
books into our school!

 

BOOK FAIR
WAS A HUGE SUCCESS! 

THANK YOU TO OUR WONDERFUL SCHOOL COMMUNITY
FOR SUPPORTING OUR BOOK FAIR.

 

 

Rockbank Primary School's  Annual Scholastic

https://www.scholastic.com.au/book-club/book-club-parents/book-club/


fRIday 
16th june

 
Gold Coin 
Donation

 
 
 

SCHOOL NEWS

CASUAL
CLOTHES
DAY

GRADE 6

FUNDRAISER



From the Department of Education



From the Department of Education


